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Cut Thirty Years Too Late 


Trees, like other crops, can become over 
ripe. Old trees are easy prey for insects 
and disease. Wood lost to decay is lost 
to use. It’s good forestry and good busi- 
ness to harvest trees before they become 


over-ripe. That’s Tree Farming. 
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GETS AROUND 

I was given a gift subscription to your 
magazine recently and received my first 
copy last week. It impressed me so much 
that I would like to forward a year’s sub- 
scription to my brother, R. W. Stoner, in 
Massillon, Ohio. 


C. H. STONER, MD 
Atlanta, Ga. 
GRANDPA BASS 

For years I’ve wanted to visit your state, 
but there was always something that hin- 
dered me. I should like very much to tour 
your beautiful country and try my hand for 
those “Grandpa Bass.” 

It may be that someday I shall be able 
to accomplish my purpose. In the mean- 
time, I'll have to be content with reading 
about it, and I can think of no better medi- 
um than your FLORIDA WILDLIFE. It’s 


a great magazine, so here’s my buck. 


H. C. TURNER 
Memphis, Tenn. 
SUN’S EMPIRE 
We in Alabama know and appreciate a 
good conservation magazine, and find yours 
te be tops. 
We cannot put into words just how much 
we think of your magazine, and anytime 
you need anything on conservation in other 
states, write us. We may have just what 
you want. 
I am an ex-resident of Orlando, and hope 
to return soon, but until then your magazine 
is my only link with the “Empire of the 
Sun.” 
JIM POWELL 
Dixie Conservation Library 
Birmingham, Ala. 

OLD SUBSCRIBER 

I think FLORIDA WILDLIFE is the best 
magazine of its kind that I have ever read. 
My wife and children enjoy it as much as I 
do, and we all look forward to each issue. 
We like the magazine so much that we have 
kept every issue since back in 1947, and 
often get them out and re-read them. 

J. C. BAUR 
Lynn Haven 
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A merry, merry Christmas to all our 
readers and friends. 








FOR MORE WILD WEALTH 


mission, Experienced sportsmen who. hunt every year 
onstitu- and who know the woods, and who know, too, the 

ed in difficulty of enforcing game laws without ade- 
a quate organization and manpower, will tell you 


F'LORIDA’S Game and Fresh Water Fish Cog 
as it now/ operates, was created by a K 
tional amendment which the voters a 
1942. Pw: 
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keep it ab freb~Z nossible of po wh 
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fresh wat ish. 
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tead that only by the management method set up by 

sg to the Commission is it possible to prevent hunting 

fer- out of season—even in the breeding season. 

ep They will tell you, too, that what the Commis- 
neue sion set out to accomplish by establishing game 
meTient areas is coming to pass. 
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bw years ago Florida was in danger of be- 
terally hunted out of wild game— deer, tur- 
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Floridans including most Legislators. It has won glia = A 
confidence by doing the spits for which it was Hunter§ and sports are \payyge all 
created. Te. cost a the pro a aan s le ut the 
Volusia County sportsmen and other advocates more Swmpessful His in reséé tj game aml fish, 
of wildlife conservation now will have a chance the mofé sportsmen there w Ho pay te costs 



















intued and expanded maWagement 


to see at close hand an example of a program 

which the Commission has been carrying forward ame : V-ater-Fi ommissi¢ 

all over Florida. ot Tie onservation 
This Fall more than 100,000 acres of privately idee § ih 




















owned land will be placed under the Commission’s long ,adybcated 
game management area plan. Hunting is to be al- placing salt water {Shing under ct b1 of a 
lowed on the two tracts, but only on certain days —_ Similarly const{tutéd agency can paint to the 
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ONSERVATION is no new thing in 
Florida. As early as 1828, laws were 
being enacted aimed to conserve 
wildlife resources. The first one of 
which we have any record prohib- 
ited firehunting west of the Suwan- 
nee River. This prohibition was later 
extended to include the entire Ter- 
ritory of Florida and became effec- 
tive November 22, 1828. 

In 1832 a law prohibiting the 
damning of navigable streams so as 
to prevent the passage of fish up- 
stream for more than 24 hours was 
enacted. 

In 1851 a law regulating camp 
hunting in Escambia and Santa Rosa 
Counties went into effect. 

Sunday hunting was prohibited in 
1859 and in 1866 what could be 
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By ALICE S. BURR 


termed one of the first trespass laws 
went into effect. This law required 
that a person be in possession of a 
permit before he could hunt on the 
land of another. 

A non-resident hunting license of 
$25.50 became effective as early as 
1875. 

Plumage birds, their nests, eggs 
and young, were protected in 1877 
and the permit was made necessary 
for either or both hunting and fish- 
ing on the property of another. This 


year also saw the first deer hunting 


season provided to extend from Sep- 
tember 1 to April 1. 

In 1895 a bag limit on turkey was 
established. Florida was the first 
State in the Union to have such a 
law. Sale of venison outside the 
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county in which killed was prohib- 
ited, and seining, stop-netting, gill- 
netting, or netting of any kind, gig- 
ging, dynamiting, taking of fish by 
set devices prohibited. 

In 1897 the hauling of seines or 
nets in fresh waters between May 1 
to November 1 was prohibited, and 
in 1899 employment of County Game 
Wardens was authorized. 

In 1903 the sale of venison or the 
hides of deer was prohibited. 

It was not until 1913 that the first 
Game Department came into being. 
Mr. E. Z. Jones was appointed by 
Governor Park Trammell as Com- 
missioner to head the new Depart- 
ment. The law creating the new De- 
partment provided an open season 

(Continued on Page 42) 








DRUM 


HIS SLEIGH is a charter cruiser with wake as 
white as snow. His reins are arching rods and 
singing reels attached to leaping sailfish. Old 
Santa in a visored cap with sunburn cream 
upon his nose is swooping down again on Stuart, 
bringing this little East Coast town superb 
sailfishing for the Christmas holidays. 





























Sailfishing that calls for banner headlines in 
the home-town paper. ... The yellowed files 
of years reveal: “Santa Brings Fine Sailfish- 
ing,” “Sailfish Jamboree For Christmas,” “A 
Sailfish In Every Stocking,’ top center on 
Page 1. 


A million dollar Christmas gift for a little 
town with a heart! 


Ten thousand fishermen will come from all 
parts of the world — we had them from Tur- 
key, England, China, France and Cuba last 
winter —to participate in the unparalleled 
sailfishing offered by Stuart, America’s Aca- 
pulco. The majority, the records show, will be 
from New York and Illinois, but every State 


By 
ERNEST LYONS 








M. K. Reynolds Photo 
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SATLFESHENG 


will be represented in the sailfishing influx 
from mid-December through May. If each sail- 
fisherman spends as little as $100 on his trip, 
Stuart (pop. 2,900) figures that $1,000,000 in 
hard cash will be left with its charter boat 
fleets, resort owners, hotels and apartments, 
and general business. 


An industry without a smokestack! 


No wonder that Stuart pioneered to con- 
serve the prince of Gulf Stream fishes. 


This winter more than three-fourths of the 
thousands of sailfish that will be caught by 
our visitors will be released alive. 


Stuart’s sailfish conservation story began 
just before Christmas eleven years ago. In 
one week 1,000 sailfish were boated and brought 
into port. Docks were piled high with sailfish. 


(Continued on Page 26) 
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By BILL SNYDER 


HIS IS A story about a man’s hobby that even- 
tually wound up in a full-time business that 
involves the 15-hour-a-day attention of two 

people—plenty of heartbreaks—a moderate income— 
along with national as well as international fame. 

Almost 33 years ago, M. N. Gist, of McIntosh, 
Florida, started collecting a moderate number of game 
birds for breeding purposes strictly as a hobby. Today, 
his bird family numbers 1,000 feathered friends rep- 
resenting 82 species, and he sells game birds for 
breeding purposes in every state in the Union as well 
as in England, Holland, Belgium, South America and 
even South Africa. 

During a recent visit at Gist’s Black Swan Park, 
home of the 1,000 game birds, Mrs. Gist quickly gave 
me her evaluation of her husband’s hobby. 

“It’s his hobby and MY job,” she told me. While I 
talked with her she dipped grain from a bucket and 
tossed it into various bird pens in a 
down-pouring rain. In defense of her 
husband, I must tell you that at the 
same moment he was performing 
a similar duty in another portion 
of the bird farm. 

What eventually developed 
into an enormous hobby for 
Gist actually started out as a 
small-time business venture. 
When he’d returned to Mc- 

Intosh after serving in World War I, Gist purchased 
several dozen mallards, pintails, and English call- 
ducks. In those days, you’ll remember, there was no 
law prohibiting the use of live duck decoys. And, that’s 
exactly what prompted Gist to enter the game bird 
business. He bought a number of boats, built portable 
blinds, and fashioned harnesses for the ducks. As a 
result, he was able to rent the complete “props” for 
successful duck hunting. 


“T rented the hunters everything except the guns 
and ammunition to kill the ducks,” Gist explains. 
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To make a long story short, Gist and his wife started 
falling in love with the ducks they had purchased, and 
as a result, they began buying other breeds along with 
a smattering of rare and strange foreign birds. 
“We kept ’em in pens behind our home in McIntosh,” 
Gist recalls, “and then suddenly one day I discovered 
that my flock actually numbered 300. Then and there, 
I decided that keeping that many birds at my home 
was actually taking advantage of my neighbors’ good 
disposition.”’ 
As a direct result of this decision, Gist purchased 
some acreage at the edge of town, constructed pens, 
and eventually moved his bird family to enlarged 
quarters. His operation is conducted from the same 
location today. The vast enclosed area is known as 
“Black Swan Park.” Black swans are natives of Aus- 
tralia and the park was named in their honor due to 
the fact that Gist had succeeded in breeding them in Me we oF 
captivity and likely has a larger flock than any other Sa tin of 
living man. Mandarin ducks foretell the success or failure of marriages in China. 
In those earlier days, he had a partner and operated YRCERS 4G - iw ny 
under the firm name of Davis & Gist. Despite the fact aa vt * i ») 
that Mr. Davis died many years ago, the firm name 
still continues. 
“My wife is ‘Mr. Davis’ to me,” Gist revealed with 
a tone of affection as he glanced toward his better- 
half. 
Telephone calls and mail directed to Davis, even 
today, I learned, are handled by Mrs. Gist herself! 
Game birds, I learned from Gist, conduct their lives 
quite differently than we humans. This is particularly 
true when it comes to the matter of dress. Men gen- 
erally can don a cheap pair of pants, a sport shirt, and 
a second-rate pair of shoes and still feel that he is well 
dressed. However, our women don’t go for simple 
adornments. They are unable to strut unless they have 
a swank hat, a fancy blouse with suit to match, along 
with a pair of $20 two-tone shoes. In addition she 
likely isn’t fully satisfied until she puts on a pair of 
ear-rings, dabs her face with rouge and her mouth 
with crimson lip-stick. But things are different with 
the game bird family. Father is adorned with all the 


(Continued on Page 28) 








Pat, robust Canadian goose, put on a “sick act’’ that returned him to 
Oscar, Australian black swan, valiantly guards his mother, an Asian Gist’s farm. 


white silky chicken. 


Wood ducks are given inimitable markings by our Celestial Artist. 
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DAMP, cool morning met 2y 


we walked down to the’ city 
pier in Kissimmee ong@¢tober 
11. Dawn was still in the making— 





and nowhere in sight as we -carried 
our baggage to the “Venture,” o® 





of the large cruisers docked_at “the ES 
pier. This was to be our heginar J : 


ters for the Second Annual Bédat-A4 
Cade, a four-day, 137-mile trip into \ 


the picturesque tropical territory 
known as the Kissimmee River 
Valley. 


Aimed at acquainting Floridians 
and visitors alike with the unex- 
ploited fishing in this huge, wild and 
almost forgotten section of the State, 
the Boat-A-Cade was scheduled to 
cruise through all the inland water- 
ways — four lakes, three canals and 
the Kissimmee River — from Kissim- 
mee to Lake Okeechobee in four days 
and three nights of “roughing it.” 

The sight of many boats, big and 
small, straining at their lines eager 
to be off on the journey met us at 
the dock prior to the takeoff. All 
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oo. boat were rounded 





Ly ardy Sh ortsmen Share Adven- 
tures On econd Annual Boat- 
Ci a Picturesque, 


Almost Forgotten 
f Florida: 
























By JACK SHOEMAKER. . 
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gage stowed away, frie 
and final arrangement 
B. “Dick” Makinson 
man of the event, gave the ¢ CO 
which shoved us off on the comand 
adventure. “Doc” Louis, the pilot, 
cook, janitor and mechanic of the 
“Venture,” turned on the ignition, 
and we pulled away from the dock# 
As the first streak of dawn spread¢ 
out over the horizon, more than 60° 
boats of all types and sizes gufine 
their motors and proceeded 
the calm waters of Lake Ta Kopaka- 
liga amid the cheers and h&nd wav- 
ing of some 100 hardy Estives of 
Kissimmee who braveg@: the cool 

















morning to see us off. As many of 
the boats left, others, still waiting 
on their car trailers, took their places 
at the dock. 


The first day’s destination was 
Camp Mack on the cana! between 
Lake Hatchineha and Lake Kissim- 
mee, a distance of some 20 miles. 
We cruised along about seven miles 
an hour from Tohopakaliga along 


“ «route which would take us through 










e Southport Canal, to the choppy 
waters of ese Cypress, then to the 
- HatchinehdjCanal, Lake Hatchineha, 
and the Ki&simmee Canal before ar- 
iving at“Ca m Mack. 


te of the into esting highlights 
gfethe first day’s © ip.was talking 




















: ee of Biseainine: Shi a half 


century ago piloted steamboats on 
this Samievyoute thé Boat-A-Cade was 
taking. This trip was his first in 
some 40 years, and he said that very 
little has changed in the River Val- 
ley since the early 1900’s. In those 
years, Captain Gilbert and a dozen 
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other hardy pilots sailed their stern- 
paddle vessels up and down this 
waterway to Ft. Myers, Tampa, 
Stuart and even on to Miami. That 
was when the Kissimmee River was 
one of Florida’s most important 
waterways and was used quite ex- 
tensively for Central Florida com- 
merce. 

The Captain remembered the time 
he and another fellow went fishing 
for an hour here in the river on 
one of their offdays; the other 
fellow caught 82 bass and Gilbert 
landed 67 in just that short time. 
And well he recalls the numerous 
deer, turkey, panthers, and other 
game he saw along the banks of the 
various canals, and the thousands of 
cranes, herons, egrets, and_ the 
masses of teals, mallards, canvas- 
backs and geese winging their way 
up and down the ever - changing 
course of the river and the swamp- 
lands. And it was still in this same 
shape, for on this trip we saw all 
of the fish and much of the wildlife 
that he talked about. 

But eventually progress made its 
entrance and the commerce of the 
slower sailing vessels was absorbed 
by the highways and the railroads 
of the State. The markers of the 
river were destroyed and time soon 
changed the course of the winding 
waterway, and the valley returned 
to its long ago stage of wilderness. 

Years and years have passed since 
the day the steamers stopped sail- 
ing. Much of the land in this valley 
still retains its undeveloped sections 
while some of it has been turned 
into cattle ranches and vegetable 


(Continued on Page 31) 


The Game Commission plane was a con- 
stant help during the trip, helping boats 
find the correct channels and helping those 
in distress. 
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TOP—Launching the boat the night before the trip started. 
CENTER—Here a whole family, including three children, enjoy the water adventure. 
BOTTOM—Leaving Lake Hatchineha on the second day’s trip. 





NE OF the best known turtles of Florida is the 
) gopher, also ealled “land terrapin’, “highland ter- 
rapin”, or “tortoise”. This reptile is found from 
South Carolina southward through Florida and west- 
ward at least into Louisiana; closely related forms 
occur farther west. Nowhere in its range is the 
gopher more common than in Florida, where it in- 
habits almost any area of dry, sandy soil. 

The young lady in the accompanying photograph 
is holding an unusually large gopher, and an egg 
laid by one of these turtles. Also shown is a freakish 
gopher which was recently brought to the Reptile In- 
stitute. This specimen was completely normal and 
healthy, although in the past it had suffered a severe 
injury. Somehow a large hole had been punched into 
its shell, but the bottom of the hole had filled in 
with a bony substance, and the gopher was just as 
active as its uninjured brethren! Many turtles are 
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By ROSS ALLEN and WILFRED T. NEILL 





able to recover from severe wounds; some have sur- 
vived being shot through and through. 

The gopher is unusual among our turtles in that 
it digs a burrow in which to live. A big gopher 
may construct a tunnel as much as 30 feet long, 
slanting down at an angle of 15 to 35 degrees from 
the horizontal. In this tunnel the gopher spends most 
of its time, coming out for a short while each sunny 
day to nibble at grass, leaves, and berries. Occasion- 
ally two gophers may be found in the same burrow. 

The burrows of the gopher provide a home for vari- 
ous kinds of wildlife: rabbits, mice, skunks, opossums, 
foxes, burrowing owls, coachwhip snakes, diamond- 
back rattlesnakes, indigo snakes, crickets, spiders, 
beetles, and many others. Some of these creatures, 
including the diamondback rattlesnake, may live ami- 
cably with the gopher, while others usually seek out 
abandoned tunnels in which to make their homes. 

(Continued on Page 32) 
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NE WAY to catch a world’s record 
giant fish would be to emulate 
" Mr. Frederick Fleming of Yon- 
. # kers, New York — have just 
== about everything against you. 
Use the wrong kind of tackle—angle 
from a boat that isn’t equipped to 
fight ocean monsters — use for bait 
something no self-respecting fish of 
the kind he caught would deign to 
notice — and then hook a fish that 
had no business being in that part 
of the ocean in the first place. 

All these things came to pass on 
the afternoon of Friday the 27th of 
April off the coast of Pompano 
Beach in Southern Florida, and Mr. 
Fleming wound up with a 444-pound 
broadbill swordfish — the world’s 
record on light tackle. 


Taking the obstacles overcome by 
Mr. Fleming—any one of which 
would be ample to obviate the ac- 
complishment of his incredible feat 
—we come first to the tackle. 


Mr. Fleming, who, by the way is 
66 years old, an obstacle in itself 
when you consider what he tangled 
with—was using 500 yards of 30- 
pound test microfilm nylon line at- 
tached to a Penn Senator No. 6-0 
reel which was in turn attached to 
a fibre glass South Bend rod with 
644-ounce tip. The hook was a No. 
5-0O—smaller than the crook of your 
little finger. Such a rig does very 
well for catching grouper and snap- 
per, which is exactly what Mr. Flem- 
ing and other paying customers were 
angling for while drifting over the 
ocean swells that Friday afternoon 
aboard the “Helen S.,” Dan Garn- 
sey, captain. 

One of the very few factors in Mr. 
Fleming’s favor, in view of what was 
about to happen, was the fact that 
he did have 500 yards of line on the 
reel. Ordinarily, 150 yards is suffi- 


fptch, a Bee broadbill cient for grouper and snapper fish- 







Frederick Fleming, 66 years old, and his world’s tecord 


swordfish. ing. Capt. Dan says he put on 500 


yards “for luck’ —Mr. Fleming had 
just landed a 14-pound snapper and 
Garnsey felt he might be fortunate 
enough to hook a sailfish—it had 
been known to happen. 

But to continue with Mr. Fleming’s 
pre-battle difficulties. The “Helen 
S.” is a deep sea fishing boat that 
runs regularly during the winter out 
of Hillsboro Bay near Pompano 
Beach (customers pay $3.00 a trip). 
Its principal prizes are bottom fish- 
es—the grouper and snapper pre- 
viously mentioned. It is not a char- 
ter boat—it has no fighting chairs 
nor outriggers. In short, the “Helen 


S.” simply isn’t equipped to handle 
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“‘Alabama Beauty,” 
bench and field winner. 


‘Don’t kid yourself! 


3 Fox hunting ‘is one of ) 


Florida's most 
amazing and exciting 3 


sports. 


aster’s signal fo 
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“Fox hunting,” said a man who 
should have known better, “is a 
very minor sport in Florida.” The 
man made this statement in answer 
to an inquiry by a national outdoor 
magazine a few years ago. 

But he was all wet. He just didn’t 
know what he was talking about, 
and he had never attended one of 
the annual State Fox Hunter’s As- 
sociation Bench Shows and Field 
Trials. If he had ever attended one 
of the meets, and had done a little 
figuring, he would have realized that 
fox hunting is far. from being a 
minor sport — either in the number 


You’re never too young 





of persons participating, or in the 
amount of dollars spent by the en- 
thusiasts. 

For instance, along about the last 
of October of this year, some 300 
people and 250 high class hounds 
converged on a little Northwest Flor- 
ida city, DeFuniak Springs, all with 
cne object in mind—to run a few 
foxes. 

It is likely that those people spent 
around $30,000 during the week of 
the meet, and the hounds represented 
an annual expenditure of some 30- 
odd thousands of dollars. 

That sixty-some-thousands of dol- 


to enjoy fox hunting. 


Bats 
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lars isn’t exactly hay. The city of 
DeFuniak Springs will vouch that, 
for all hotels and motels were booked 
to capacity, restaurants and dining 
rooms were taxed to the utmost, and 
dozens of local people rose at the 
unheard-of hour of four a. m., brush- 
ing the sand out of their eyes, in 
order to cash in on the unusual 
business. 

But even so, it was all a minor 
fraction of the total year round busi- 
ness generated by man’s enthusiasm 
for the chase. It is likely that for 
every man and hound at the meet, 
Florida contains a couple of hun- 
dred more who couldn’t make it. 


However, the annual bench show 
and field trial, is the top event of 
the year in the sport. For weeks — 
even months—beforehand, men start 
grooming and selecting hounds for 
the trip. Newly born pups, with an 
ancestral background unequaled by 
any human being, are given a close 
scrutiny for conformation and other 
characteristes that might bring back 
the top trophy in the show. 


Other pups are carefully and sci- 
entifically fed and raised for a year, 
or even two or three years, in the 
hope that they’ll take after their 


(Continued on Page 37) 
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Deer and Turkey Populations 


By FRED W. JONES 


Estimates of the numbers of deer 
and turkey in the State of Florida 
have been revised upward substan- 
tially during the past three years by 
the Game Management Division of 
the State Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission. 

This is good news indeed. It might 
almost be called astonishingly good 
news, for the previous trend had 
been downward and even a mainten- 
ance of the status quo for the past 
three years would have been good 
news. 

Three years ago, for instance, 
after a lot of checking, I predicted 
the end of public hunting to all in- 
tents and purposes in this state 
within 10 years. The trend was bad 
and the future of hunting for the 
average Joe looked dim indeed. 

However, available evidence to- 
day indicates a reversal of that 
trend. The rapid increase in the 
amount of land posted during the 
past decade had one good effect—it 
caused an increase in the amount of 
game in the state. 

Then when the Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission began tak- 
ing over large acreages through 
deals with landowners, and then 
opening those areas to managed pub- 
lic hunting, it made the increased 
game populations available to the 
public once more. 

This season, with more than a mil- 
lion and a half acres of managed 
land open to the public through the 
efforts of the commission, and with 
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the increased pupulations of deer 
and turkey, it is sure that there will 
be more “lucky” deer and turkey 
hunters than there have been for 
many years. 

Florida was a bit slow in chang- 
ing the trend of game populations. 
Several other states took actions that 
began to increase their game popu- 
lations before we did. However, 
when we did begin, we went fast. 


Not only have our populations 
shown very favorable percentage 
ratio increases, but we jumped far 
into the lead in acquiring land for 
the average hunter. No other state 
in the country has acquired as much 
land through its game and fish man- 
agement agency for the average hun- 
ter as has Florida. 


This combined with the fact that 
our deer and turkey populations have 
increased during the past three 
years by roughly 50 per cent, means 
that the average Joe stands a much 
better chance of bringing home a 
trophy now than he did a few years 
ago. 

Back when I made that gloomy pre- 
diction, the official estimate of deer 
and turkey populations stood at 
about 32,000 to 35,000 of each spe- 
cies. Now it is estimated at 45,000 to 
50,000 deer and about 50,000 turkey. 
We might add here that Florida has 
been second among the 48 states in 
turkey populations for some time, 
and is rapidly approaching first 
place. 

But possibly even more encourag- 
ing than the results of the past three 


years, is the outlook for the future. 
This 50 per cent increase came in 
the face of a very gloomy outlook. 
With a much brighter picture in 
view now, the next three or four 
years could show an even better in- 
crease ratio. 

With the better cooperation of 
the sportsmen that has been evi- 
denced during the past year or two, 
and the more up to date game man- 
agement practices, it just could be 
that within five years we would come 
near the ideal situation of having 
available range stocked to near ca- 
pacity. 

If this should come to pass, and I 
repeat that it could if everyone does 
their part, we would be first among 
the states in turkeys, and not too 
far down the list in the number of 
deer available. 

Another good feature of the pres- 
ent picture is the fact that under 
present rules, regulations and game 
management practices, a very sub- 
stantial “crop” of each species may 
be taken annually without in any 
way decreasing the future increase 
potential of these two species. 

Under the present system, we 
could harvest every legal buck deer 
without decreasing the annual fawn 
crop at all. And by harvesting all 
the legal bucks we also stave off 
that eagerly sought day when our 
deer populations will reach the over- 
saturation point. 

The same facts, to some extent, 
apply to turkey. With the “‘gobblers 
only” law, we may harvest a crop 
each year without reducing future 
crops. In other words, at the present 
time, we have both increased shoot- 
ing and really bright prospects for 
the future. —END. 
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Christmas 


By BILL ACKERMAN 


THE SEASON of holly and mistletoe, tinsel on a 
tree, the benign spirit of old Saint Nick and 
its reaction on the human elements which go 
to make up this great American civilization. 
For eleven months out of the year, most of 
us, because of the drive and the necessity of 


pursuing our particular fields of endeavor, 
are not cognizant of the need for lending a 
helping hand or being benevolent toward those 
less fortunate than ourselves. 


As the Yuletide season approaches, with the 


singing of Christmas carols and manifesta- 
tions of the approach of Christmas day, we 
suddenly become generous and in a few short 
weeks we strive to overcome our shortcom- 
ings of the previous eleven months and realize 
that we owe something to our fellow man and 
particularly the younger generation. 


About six years ago Les Taylor, a member 


of the Miami Beach Rod and Reel Club, formu- 
lated the idea that something should be done 
by the club toward assisting the underprivi- 
leged youth in our community in becoming good 
sportsmen and to crystallize their thinking 
along these lines. 


Les conceived the brilliant plan of collect- 


(Continued on Page 35) 
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performing duties for Santa Claus that provide fishing gear for 


Every outdoorsman has had exciting and thrilling experi- 
ences while hunting and fishing in Florida. We feel that 
every reader of Florida Wildlife would like to read about 


them. 


So... sit down and tell us your story in your own 
words, Or, if you prefer, your story can be based on fiction 
instead of fact. And you may get paid for your trouble 
or fun! 


The rules are simple—with no entry fee and nothing 
to buy! 


1.—Stories cannot exceed 1500 words. 2.—They must 
be about: Florida fishing, Florida hunting, or Florida 
wildlife. 3.—A cash prize of $25.00 will be awarded for 
the best story in each of the three categories, they can be 
fact or fiction. 4—All stories must be typewritten, double- 
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spaced, and mailed to Contest Editor, Florida Wildlife, 
Tallahassee, Florida, and postmarked no later than March 
1, 1952. The contest is open to anyone except employees 
of the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 
All manuscripts become the property of Florida Wildlife, 
subject to editing and or revision for publication in the 
Florida Wildlife, and will not be returned. The decision 
of the judges will be final. 


Even if you don’t win you may have the thrill of seeing 
your story published in Florida Wildlife. . . . So get busy 
and get your story in. Or maybe you’d like to submit more 
than one—there is no limit on the number you may send in. 


Remember, too, you don’t have to be a_ professional 
writer or a college professor to get into this contest... 
let’s all have some fun! 


LDL lft TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 
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Shallow Water Bass Fishing 


Generally speaking, when a bass enters 
water no more than two feet in depth he 
has the same thing in mind that you have 
when you stroll into a restaurant. He’s 
hungry, and he knows he'll find a meal 
in the shallows. Perhaps he'll be in a 
finiky mood and want to look over the 
various entrees of minnows, crayfish, frogs, 
or shrimp before deciding on a first course; 
or maybe he'll take ‘em as they come, 
figuring that a meal in the gullet is worth 
two in the water weeds. In either mood, 
the bass in the shallows is a pushover for 
the angler who knows how to fish for him. 

In fishing for shallow water bass, it must 
be constantly borne in mind that such bass 
are instinctively on guard, keeping a watch- 
ful eye peeled for ospreys, ’gators, water 
spakes, and other natural enemies to which 
their exposed position makes them vulner- 
able. Sloppy casting, loud splashing plugs, 
or unnecessary thumpings or scrapings in 
the boat will send Mr. Bass scurrying for 
the safety of the depths. He can’t afford 
to take any chances; nature’s law of self- 
preservation forbids it. (Most of you readers 
have probably run into shallow water bass 
which seemed utterly without caution. So 
have I, but these foolhardy fish are excep- 
tions whose human counterparts are steeple- 
jecks, circus performers, and guys who write 
fishing columns.) 

Necessary: for success with bass in thin 
water, then, is a careful approach and a 
light casting touch. Move slowly; fish are 
less likely to detect slow motions than quick 
ones. Do not try to reach the fish with 
record-breaking casts. It is much _ better 
to maneuver close enough for a smooth and 
easy 80 foot heave if using a casting or 
spinning rod, and to within no more than 
50 or 60 feet with a fly rod. 

The best way to approach a feeding bass 
* in shoal water is by wading; but a poled 
—not rowed or paddled—boat can be 
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placed close enough to the fish to put the 
most modestly capable caster in business. 

Choice of an outfit for fishing the shal- 
lows depends mainly on the nature of the 
water. For areas which are fairly clear of 
weeds the fly rod is probably the most for- 
midable weapon, with the spinning outfit 
a close second. Where a heavy weed 
growth exists, however, the bait casting 
outfit is most practical. These recommenda- 
tions are based on a couple of important 
reasons. In the first place, you'll find that 
bass in open shallows tend to be so jumpy 
that the splash of casting-size lures flushes 
them at least some of them. The 
delicate little splat of a fly or tiny spin- 
ning lure, on the other hand, bothers them 
not a bit. Not that casting lures won’t take 
bass in the open shallows, for they certainly 
will . . . but flies and spinning lures will 
take more. 


In weedy waters, bass evidently feel that 
they're hidden from their enemies and seem 
to be far less skittish. Large plugs or spoons 
do not frighten them here unless landing 
right on top of them. The advantage of 
casting tackle for weeds fishing lies in the 
greater strength of the tackle, enabling the 
fisherman to haul the bass clear of the 
weeds before the line or leader is fouled. 
This doesn’t mean that fly and spinning 
tackle won’t handle bass in grassy shallows, 
but only that casting gear will land a 
larger percentage of strikes in such water. 

I, personally, am very partial to small 
lures for shallow water bass fishing — or any 
kind of shallow water fishing, for that 
matter. The usual food a bass is apt to 


find in water less than two feet deep runs 
small: insects, small minnows, small frogs, 
small crayfish. He’s looking for something 
small when he enters the shoals, so why 
not serve it up to him? Then too, of 


course, there is the matter of greater 





delicacy and less noise in casting small 
lures. 

Though running a severe spinning fever 
these days, I still prefer the fly rod for 
thin water bass. If bass are in the shal- 
lows at all, it is a rare thing for them 
to refuse a properly-worked bass bug. Bug- 
type lures were discussed here in the Sep- 
tember issue, so we will not go into details 
of their use now except to restate that it 
is impossible to fish a bug too slowly for 
bass . . . but it is easy to fish ’em too fast. 

One word of caution regarding the use 
of bugs, or any other surface lure, in very 
shallow water. DO NOT TRY TO SET 
THE HOOK TOO QUICKLY AT THE 
STRIKE. There will usually be a _ well- 
defined wake when a fish comes for the 
lure. Give him time to take it before strik- 
ing. This may seem a foolishly unnecessary 
warning, but you'd be surprised how your 
reflexes can cross you up when a _ heavy 
wake closes in on your lure! 

Top lures for spinning in the shallows 
are the cute little miniature replicas of 
standard surface casting lures. They may 
be dropped on the water with very little 
splash, and the combination of a long light 
rod and thin line allows them to be worked 
beautifully. Another killer for the spinning 
outfit is a small pork chunk on a weedless 
hook. Bass really go for pork! 

Despite the rising popularity of spinning 
and fly fishing in Florida, there are prob- 
ably more bass taken with casting tackle 
than by all other methods combined... . 
and casting tackle will take its share of 
shallow water bass. Here again, surface 
lures are probably most productive, but 
where the weeds are thick, any of the old 
reliable weedless spoons will often turn the 
trick when everything else fails. 

No matter what tackle you prefer, you'll 
get your bass if you can find them in 
shallow water. The password is “take it 
easy.” END 





“Bad case of buck fever. He fired six times 
at a standing buck before he realized the 
gun wasn’t loaded.” 
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A mammoth, 335-year-old hard pine timber welcomes guests to Levy County’s portion of the historical Suwannee River is noted for 
Six’ Andrews’ hunting lodge. its bass, catfish, and turtles. 
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Cattle raising is one of Levy County’s major industries. 


Everyone in Levy County is justifiably proud of the Gulf Hammock The nationally famous Withlacoochee backwaters provide some 
Wildlife Management project. Florida’s very finest bass fishing. 














Levy County provides “Suwannee River Chicken’ 


For A number of years I have been heaffing Levy County 
residents described as being “clan .’ According to 
the whispered stories, the averg®e Levy countian 
didn’t welcome company —he dfn’t have a bit of 
warmth for out-of-county sportsmen —there was no 
friendliness in his soul! 

Well, I’ve just finished three days of visiting every 
nook and cranny of Levy County. During that time I 
talked with folks that ranged from ultra-wealthy tim- 
bermen to the average farmer who tills the soil for 
a livelihood. Long before my three-day visit had ended, 
I was thoroughly convinced that the stories I had 
previously listened to were far from correct. 

Levy County, without argument has a wealth of 
wild life, fishing, timberland, cattle, and valuable soil. 
It covers 1,103 square miles and 80 per cent of the 
area is woodland. The average county resident has 
come to the realization that they cannot eat their cake 
and still keep it. They are determined to protect and 
improve their natural heritage—and that attitude, 
for my money, can be charged to good conservation 
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By JACK WALTERS 
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that far surpasses the barnyard variety. 





and not to “clannishness.” 

It’s true also that they detest game and fish “hogs” 
— poachers — and the like! But, what true conserva- 
tionist doesn’t? They simply abhor anyone who care- 
lessly or maliciously sets fire to their forests. But you 
can’t criticise a man for protecting his bank account. 

So, before I start describing my Levy County visit, 
I wish to make it clear that the residents there are 
not “clannish.’’ They are friendly, jovial, and helpful 
to guests who conduct themselves as ladies and gentle- 
men during their visit. 

M. D. Andrews, of Chiefland, was the first man I 
contacted on my Levy County trip. He owns 16,000 
acres of which 2,000 acres is improved pasture and 
the remainder timberland. From one end of the county 
to the other they refer to Andrews as “Mister Six” 
rather than “Mister Andrews.” He’s proud of the 
nickname and he’s proud, too, of the fact that he 
acquired his 16,000 acres “the hard way.” He is in 
the cross-tie, pole, and pulpwood business in addition 

(Continued on Page 23) 
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GRIFFIN AMOCO STATION 
Chiefland, Florida 
Washing, Greasing, Eats, Drinks, Information 


GENERAL FARMING COMPANY 
Mr. A. Acree—Williston, Fla. 
Levy County is the best in the state 


STANDARD OIL COMPANY 
Williston, Fla.—Box 625 
Standard Products. . . . Excellent Farming Territory 


WILLIAMS GARAGE & SERVICE STATION 
Wrecker Service—Phone 9620 
Williston, Fla. 


GILLESPIE REFRIGERATOR SERVICE 
P.O. Box 158——Chiefland, Fla. 
‘‘Try us for service before going to Gainesville’’ 


LANE’S SERVICE STATION 
Chiefland, Fla. 
Complete Lubrication, Washing & Polishing. Standard Products 


- one county in Florida 
rich in timber, cattle, soil, 
naval stores, general farming, 
and outdoor recreation. 


The Levy County merchants 
listed on these pages have con- 
fidence in the future of their 
county. Patronize them. They 
deserve your cooperation. 


ORANGE STATE OIL COMPANY 
Williston, Florida 
Cities Service Products—Oil, Gas, Tires 


WILLISTON LAUNDROMAT 
Williston, Florida 
““Come to see us.” 


FARM SERVICE STORE, INC. 
Chiefland, Florida 
Most Modern—Purina Feeds—Ford Tractors 


BON AIR COTTAGES 
Cedar Keys, Florida—P. O. Box 853 
Modern—Comfortable—Kitchenettes 


ISLAND SERVICE STATION 
Cedar Keys, Florida 
Licenses—Motors—Repairs—Tackle and Information 





ISLAND HOTEL 
Cedar Keys, Florida 
In the Heart of a Fisherman’s Paradise 
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SUWANNEE STORE 
Otter Creek, Florida—Groceries, Dry Goods, Meats 
Right on turn of road to Williams Landing 


WIMBLEY GARAGE 
Chiefland, Florida 
Expert Repairing of All Types Automobiles 


BOB’S SERVICE STATION 
Chiefland, Florida—Sinclair Products 
Landmark for Manatee Springs and Suwannee River 


DUDEN MOTORS 
Bronson, Florida 
Automobile Repairing, G.E. Products 


RUTH’S PLACE 
Chiefland, Florida (1 mile south on Road 19) 
Stop at our place and you'll come back 


IDLE HOUR DINING ROOM 
Chiefland, Florida 
Good Cooking—Regular Dinners and Short Orders 









@ CHIEFLAND : 
@ BRONSON 





WILLISTON @ 






@ OTTER CREEK 






@ GULF HAMMOCK 







LOS CEDAR KEYS 





THE QUESTION MARK 
Cedar Keys, Florida 
Fishing Tackle—-Sundries—Cosmetics 


STANDARD MANUFACTURING CO. 
P.O. Box 1024——Cedar Keys, Florida 
Magnificent and wonderful place for sport fishing 


GULF FISH COMPANY 
P.O. Box 939——Cedar Keys, Florida 
Smoked Sea Delicacies 


OTTER CREEK SERVICE STATION 
Otter Creek, Florida 
Staple Groceries, Refreshments, Gulf Products 


FUGATE PEANUT SHELLER | 
Williston, Florida 
Bring your peanuts to us—vwe shell them 


FRED T. DAVIS & SONS 
Chiefland, Florida 
Bass Fishing—Relax—-Sun—Hunt 
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CREWS MOTEL 
Chiefland, Florida 
Crown Products—Cottages 


DRUMMOND & WELLMAN, INC 
Williston, Florida 
Chevrolet Sales and Service 


CHIEFLAND WELDING SHOP 
Chiefland, Florida 
Combination Welding and All Kinds of Steel Work 


FANNIN SPRINGS MOTOR COURT 
Oldtown, Florida 
57 Modern Courts—Restaurant and Service Station 










BRONSON CAFE 
Bronson, Florida 
Specializing in Home Baked Pies and Food 


W. F. ANDERSON 
Bronson, Florida 
For Better Hunting and Fishin 


/ 


’ TRAVIS SERVICE STATI 
Williston, Florida 
| Lubrication, Tires, Batteries—St 


COLEMAN SERVICE SFATION 
Bronson, Florida 
Groceries, Fish, Meats—Expert Welding 


ard Products 


BEAUCHAMP HARDWARE & FURNITURE 
Chiefland, Florida 
Ammunition—Guns—Licenses—Postage Stamps 


BEAUCHAMP DRY GOODS STORE 
Chiefland, Florida 
| Everything for the entire family 


| E. HAYES SERVICE STATION 
| Williston, Florida 
| Tires, Tubes, Accessories, Washing, Greasing 


CHIEFLAND BARBER SHOP 
Chiefland, Florida 
Modern—Up-to-date. It pays to look well 
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LYN’S GRILL (Lyn Williams) i 
Bronson, Florida (Cross Road 27 and 24) 
Good Food—Catering to Fishermen and Hunters 





PETERSEN’S SUNDRIES 
Bronson, Florida 
Films, Cards, Magazines, Drugs 


STEVE’S AMOCO SERVICE 
Williston, Florida (U.S. 27 and Road 500) 
Washing, Greasing, Tire Repairing 


JACK L. MEEKS, Clerk Circuit Court 
Bronson, Florida 
Levy is the BEST County for Year Round Living 





BAILEY AUTO & EQUIPMENT CO. } 
Williston, Florida il 
Plymouth—-DeSoto—Frigidaire. | 24-Hour Wrecker Service i 


SIESTA MOTOR COURT 
Williston, Florida 
20 Ultra Modern Courts with Private Bath 
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LONG POND MOTOR COURT 
Chiefland, Florida (Road 19) 
12 Modern Units. Cooking facilities. Boats available. 


DAVIS SEA FOODS 
P.O. Box 941——Cedar Keys, Florida 
Deep-sea party fishing. Boats will take 15. 


DAY’S GROCERY STORE 
Cedar Keys, Florida 
Quality Groceries. Member Central Florida Co-op., Inc. 


CEDAR KEYS AQUARIUM, INC. 
Cedar Keys, Florida 
Raise and sell aquarium fish. Bait fish. Food fish. 


WALRATH GROCERY 
Cedar Keys, Florida 
Groceries and Meats—Courtesy, Service—Phone 2601 


W. L. LEE’S SERVICE STATION 
Otter Creek, Florida 
Tackle and Bait—Refreshments 
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TURNER’S RESTAURANT 


Chiefland, Florida 
Turtle Steak, Fish and Sea Food in season 


W. RANDOLPH HODGES 


Cedar Keys, Florida 
Ice and Storage—G.E. Appliances 


W. F. GAVIN GROCERY 


Gulf Hammock, Florida 
Staple and Fancy Groceries, Meats—Sportsmen’s Supplies 


HARDEE MOTOR SERVICE 


Chiefland, Florida 
Parts and Accessories—Welding, Repairing 





B & B SERVICE STATION 


Otter Creek, Florida 
Refreshments, Coffee, Sandwiches—Mechanics all hours. 





T. D. RICKENBACKER, County Agent 
Bronson, Florida 
Visit Levy County and prove to yourself all we claim 


YANKEETOWN GROCERY 
Yankeetown, Florida 
Staple and Fancy Groceries—Choice Meats and Vegetables 


YANKEETOWN GARAGE & MARINE WORKS 
Yankeetown, Florida 
Expert mechanical work all type cars 


ELLIOTT’S FISH CAMP 
Dunnellon, Florida 
5 Modern Units—13 Boats—Poles and Live Bait 


EUGENE KNOTT, REALTOR 
Yankeetown, Florida 
Year round homes—Modern, healthful, restful, delightful 


SALLY’S FISHING CAMP 


Dunnellon, Florida 
Live Bait, Boats, Guides, Cabins 
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HARRISON & BROOKS, INC. 


Williston, Florida 
Produce——All Florida Vegetables—Phone 97 and 184 


FRIENDLY SERVICE STATION 


Williston, Florida 
Standard Products—Refreshments and Knick-knacks 


GEORGE’S PLACE 


R.F. D. No. 1—Williston, Florida 
Fancy and Staple Groceries and Meats—Pit Bar-B-Q 


HIERS FORD COMPANY 


Williston, Florida 
Ford Dealers—Sales and Service 


M. D. GRAHAM, Levy County Tax Collector 


Bronson, Florida 
Levy County offers more of everything worthwhile 





BERNER’S BAR & RESTAURANT 
Inglis, Florida 
Come in to see us when in Levy County 


BILLUP SERVICE STATION 
Inglis, Florida 
Crown Products, Washing, Greasing, Tire and Road Service 


LITTLE SKIPPER 
Yankeetown, Florida 
8 Modern Units—16 Boats—Fresh and Salt-water Fishing 


J. L. SANDERS GROCERY STORE 
Williston, Florida 
Complete Line Staple and Fancy Groceries 


McCALL’S GROCERY 
Yankeetown, Florida 
Fancy Line Groceries and Meats—Wholesale Honey 


SUWANNEE STORES 


Cedar Keys, Florida 
Dry Goods, Feeds, Refreshments, Staple and Fancy Groceries 
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to raising 1,000 head of cattle. 


Half of his 16,000 acres, “Six” ex- 
plained, is open to public hunting. 
He also maintains a private hunting 
lodge on 4,000 acres of timberland 
that borders the winding and _ his- 
torical Suwannee River for a dis- 
tance of four miles. There’s plenty 
of Florida history connected with a 
huge piece of hard pine timber, 
erected on the river bank near the 
lodge. The camp name has been 
deeply engraved in the timber. “Six” 
had the log raised from the bottom 
of the Suwannee several years ago 
after it had lain submerged for at 
least a half-century. Curls in the 
timber prove that it was 335 years 
old. 

Upon entering the attractive log- 
cabin lodge, ‘Six’ insisted that I 
inspect his deep freeze. 

“A lot of people think that just 
because a man maintains a hunting 
lodge, he has his deep freeze filled 
with venison, wild turkey and quail,”’ 
he told me. “I always request an in- 
spection by everyone who visits my 
lodge.” 

A peek into the box revealed noth- 
ing more startling than two luscious 
steaks, sausage, liver, and bacon! 

An average of 30 persons are in- 
vited to hunt each season as “Six’s” 
camp guests. The host makes but 
two stipulations. First, no one is 
permitted to hunt unless they are 
accompanied by their host, and, each 
hunter after being provided with 
copies of the Florida Hunting laws 
is warned not to break them. What’s 
more, “Six’’ sees to it that the laws 
aren’t violated on his property. 

Everyone in Levy county is justi- 
fiably proud of the Gulf Hammock 
Wildlife Management Project, one of 
the best natural game areas in the 
State where public hunting is per- 
mitted annually on a total of 100,000 
acres. The story concerning the 
establishment of the Gulf Hammock 
hunting area is extremely interest- 
ing. It actually started on June 21, 
1949, when the Robinson Land and 
Lumber Company, and several other 
owners of smaller tracts agreed to 
turn over 120,000 acres of “hunting 
heaven” to the State Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission to be used 


for 25 years as a public hunting area. 
The Commission pays no rental on 
the property. It merely agreed to 
fence the boundaries of the lands and 
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supply enough full-time wildlife of- 
ficers to protect the game in the area. 
The day the agreement was signed, 
marked the establishment of Flor- 
ida’s very first public hunting area 
on private lands. Provision was made 
for establishing six public camps in 
the area. This year’s third annual 
Gulf Hammock public hunt likely 
will attract at least 1,000 nimrods. 
The hunt will end Dec. 30. 


Billy Paterson, vice-president of 
the Robinson Land and Lumber Com- 
pany, is credited with the lion’s share 
in making the Gulf Hammock Wild- 
life Management Area the success it 
is today. It is interesting to know 
that at the very moment he was 
readying to turn over 100,000 acres 
for the project at no cost to the 
Game Commission, he turned down 
a million-dollar cash offer made by 
a New York group for exclusive 
hunting rights on the property. 

“TI have decided to be a part in 
opening the property to the average 
Florida hunter, who loves the sport, 
but has been shut out by NO TRES- 
PASS signs in many sections of the 
state,” Paterson said in turning 
thumbs-down on the amazing offer. 

And now I invite you to accom- 
pany me on my trip to other of Levy 
County’s towns and cities that have 
taken a prominent part in its for- 
ward progress. 

The friendly city of Williston, sit- 
uated in the eastern portion, is well 
equipped with high-class motels, 
tcurist courts, and restaurants to 
adequately care for a vast number 
of tourists and over-night travelers. 
Essentially the community earns its 
living from manufacturing, farming, 
hog and cattle raising. At the mo- 
ment, city officials of Williston are 
attempting to attract the establish- 
ment of a canning factory and a 
pickle plant to handle the huge vol- 
ume of vegetables grown in the sur- 
rounding farm areas. 

Bronson, the county seat, is sur- 
rounded by extensive timber and 
cattle-raising operations. The Chain 
of Lakes, commonly known as 
Chunky Pond, lies four miles south- 
west of Bronson, and offers top- 
notch bass fishing. However, there 
are no fish camps on the waters, and 
it is necessary to provide your own 
boat and bait. 

Otter Creek, a village in the coun- 
ty’s center, is located but six miles 
from the Wacasassa River, the source 
of what perhaps is Florida’s finest 
red fishing. The river also provides 
plenty of thrills for bass fishermen. 


Yankeetown, located in the south- 








ern end of the county, offers the 
excitement of both fresh and salt 
water fishing in the Withlacoochee 
River. 

Inglis, a town of 1,200 souls is a 
noted headquarters for both hunting 
and fishing. It is practically on the 
very doorstep of the nationally fam- 
ous Withlacoochee backwaters which 
provide some of Florida’s very finest 
bass fishing. These noted backwaters 
were formed when the Florida Power 
Corporation erected a gigantic hydro- 
electric power plant and put the 
waters of the Withlacoochee River 
to work. 

Cedar Key, on the Gulf of Mexico, 
is headquarters for salt water sports 
fishing. It is particularly noted for 
its king mackerel and _ grouper 
catches. Party boats are always avail- 
able and there are ample hotel and 
cottage accommodations. 


Before leaving the county, let’s not 
overlook its portion of the historical 
Suwannee River! Black bass in these 
waters are almost as famous as the 
river itself. However, as far as Levy 
County is concerned, the river is 
equally as famous for its channel 
catfish. It is likely that 90 per cent 
of the county’s restaurants. and 
hotels specialize Levy County cat- 
fish at the very top of their menus. 
It is estimated that eight or 10 Levy 
County commercial fishermen are en- 
gaged in the business of trying to 
make the catfish supply keep up with 
the demand. The channel cats run 
from small ones up to 14-pounders, 
but the Levy County catfish-eatin’ 
experts tell me to pick the two to 
three-pounders if I want to “drool 
at the mouth.” 


However, don’t get the idea that 
catfish meat is the only famous food 
offered Levy County by the Suwan- 
nee. Not by a jug-full! By all means, 
don’t overlook the streaked-headed 
turtles that sun themselves on logs 
down the curving course of the river. 
Almost with reverence, Levy Coun- 
tians refer to this turtle meat as 
“Suwannee River Chicken.” I tried 
three or four generous portions of 
this sumptuous meat while I was a 
guest at “Six’ Andrews’ hunting 
lodge. Confidentially, Suwannee Riv- 
er chicken beats the barnyard vari- 
ety by a mile and a half. 


As a matter of fact, as soon as 
this story is written, I plan on re- 
turning to Levy County to enjoy 
again the friendliness of its fine 
people — what’s more I hope to tackle 
another portion of their famous Su- 
wannee River chicken! END. 
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crop in Florida is First reports from hunters throughout the state at press’ 
estimated at 45,- mission’s predictions of a bountiful hunting season wet 
000 to 50,000. Florida far exceeds previous years and early cold weathe 
This compares to breaking flights to North Florida, the Titusville area, | 
last year’s 35,000 Gulf Coast. 
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Bear hunting is reported “extremely successful” in northwest and northeast Florida as well A good acorn crop has resulted in @ 
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‘indicated that the Game Com- The biggest flight of Canadian geese in many years has arrived in North Florida’s Tallahassee 
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ly increased number of squirrel through- This year’s turkey population of more than 50,000 far exceeds last year’s estimated 35,000 
more plentiful than any year since 1946. to 40,000. This picture was taken a week ago in a pasture field near Blountstown. | 
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We Welcome You 
To STUART 
Sail Fishing at its Best! 
* 


COMPLETE 
BANKING SERVICE 


* 


CITIZEN’S BANK 


OF STUART 
STUART, FLORIDA 


Let’s Go 
SAILFISHING 
WITH THE TOLEY FLEET 


Finest Sport of 
All Fishing 


TOLEY’S 


Charter Boats, Inc. 
TELEPHONE 697 
SALERNO, FLORIDA 


When in Stuart, Florida 


Stop at 
RIVERVIEW COURT 


Excellent Rooms — Quiet 


1 BLOCK OFF U.S. #1 
ON ST. LUCIE RIVER 


RIVERVIEW COURT 
STUART, FLORIDA 


Mr. & Mrs. E. B. Ketcham, Owners 


STUART 


Offers the Best in 
SALT WATER FISHING! 


Stuart’s Biggest Little Store 
s 


BRANNAN’S 
WESTERN AUTO ASSOCIATE STORE 


OFFERS THE BEST IN SUPPLIES 
TO CATCH THE BIG ONES 


For the REST of the Night, Stop at 
STUART VILLA 
On the Banks of Beautiful 
ST. LUCIE RIVER 








Sailfish stunk on display racks, were 
being sold to a commercial shark 
fleet for bait. Fishermen from other 
Florida cities piled eight or ten sail- 
fish on the bumpers and fenders of 
their cars, drove home with them 
... they showed up in the garbage 
of Orlando, Miami, Daytona Beach. 


A wholesale slaughter, the sense- 
less destruction of a great natural 
resource. ... Call that the Black 
Christmas. 


& 

I thought of it one day last winter 
while sailfishing with Capt. Curtis 
Whiticar. My 11-year-old son, Wil- 
liam, and I were guests of E. D. 
Knight of Charleston, West Va., a 
light-tackle enthusiast. We were fish- 
ing six-thread. Each of us caught a 
sailfish. I won’t go into the acro- 
batics, the tail-walking, the spec- 
tacular aerial leaps: what stays in 
my mind was the look on the face 
of my boy when Capt. Curt tenderly 


_unhooked his fish at boatside. 


“Now you’re eligible,” he said, “to 
join the League of Honor. You’ve 
won a Stuart Sailfish Club Release 
Button.” 


I liked that scene. I remembered 
that it had been Capt. Curtis Whiti- 
car back in December, 1940— the 
year of the great slaughter — who 
proposed that the Sailfish Club give 
an emblem of honor to every person 
who released his first sailfish, and 
pledged himself to continue to re- 
lease them. 


Some of the charter boat men were 
hard to convince. They argued that 
sharks would get the sailfish, tired 
out after being brought to boatside, 
that it was necessary to pile quanti- 
ties of sailfish on display racks to 
interest fishing customers. “There’s 
no proof that released sailfish live.” 

Even without proof, we did it. 
Capt. Curt designed the _ button, 
white clouds, blue Gulf Stream, an 
arching sailfish, one word: ‘“Re- 
leased.” 


Club members solicited business 
men for donations. In 1940-41, some 
300 persons received as gifts from 
Stuart the little gold, blue and white 


lapel buttons which signified that 
they belonged to the new league of 
Honor. Sailfishing stopped during 
the war years, but when it was re- 
sumed in the winter of 1945-46, some 
500 Release Buttons were issued. 


And in the season of 1950-51, more 
than 1,000 of the sportsmen who 
visited Stuart joined the league of 
men who give a great game fish its 
life when the battle is won! 

Do they live? 

I think that a lot depends on how 
they are banded and how they are 
released. The U. S. Bureau of Fish- 
eries participated in tagging 1,000 
white marlin in a spectacular run 
off the Carolina coast some 12 years 
ago. I am informed that none was 
ever recaptured. 


Various experiments have been 
tried by the Marine Laboratory of 
the University of Miami at Coral 
Gables. Two years ago they fur- 
nished charter men with neophrene 
circlets to slip over the sailfish bills. 
Last year they switched to tiny metal 
tags with instructions to clamp these 
in the gill covers. 


Capt. Curt tagged the three sails 
we released on Jan. 28, 1951. “I don't 
go for this gill cover stuff,” he said. 
“The gills are a vital part of. the 
fish’s breathing apparatus. I’m fast- 
ening them on the upper part of the 
pectoral fin, close to the body.” 


One of the trio which we released 
was the first tagged sailfish ever to 
be recaptured. He was caught again 
on March 15, 1951— 45 days later 
— off Palm Peach, which is 40 miles 
to the South, by Joseph Regenstein 
of Chicago from the charter craft 
“Box Office,” Capt. W. T. Erickson. 
Since we released him overside, we 
had no idea of his weight or par- 
ticular dimensions, other than that 
he was a large fish. According to 
the Marine Laboratory authorities: 
“This sailfish measured 7-feet, 11- 
inches in length and weighed 80 
pounds. It was in good condition and 
put up a terrific fight.” 


One lived. To me, he proves the 
rule. 


Christmas Day in the morning! 
Tap-tap! A blue underwater shadow 
flails a dancing strip bait in the 
wake. Off with the drag, slowly 
count ten while the line spins out — 
then strike! — and I’m on to another 
sailfish, hooked, played and landed 
on the typewriter. Greatest piece of 
tackle ever made. 


I don’t say that they can’t be 
caught — the charter fleets at Stuart 
consistently average a sailfish per 
boat per trip during the season — 
but fishing writers are notoriously 
poor fishermen. 


I remember a trip I took one 
Christmas Day with Capt. Toley 
Engebretsen. The secret of success- 
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ful sailfishing is to listen to the 
captain and do what he tells you. 
As a confirmed black bass fisherman 
and salt water sizzle-caster, the first 
thing I did when a sailfish tapped my 
bait was to strike instead of releas- 
ing line. Then when I did throw the 
drag off, I managed to catch my 
thumb in the line. Snap! Off and 
free! “You ought to cut that thumb 
off,” said Capt. Toley. A half hour 
later I actually hooked a sailfish, 
the drag was set, and I thumbed 
the reel so hard that I raised a 
blister as big as a dime and broke 
that line, too. It was a mighty suc- 
cessful fishing trip. I snagged a 
floating orange crate and fought it 
for 15 minutes. It jumped three 
times. In a grueling battle with the 
boat’s propellor, I lost 400 yards of 
12-thread and did not give up until 
I snapped Capt. Toley’s best rod on 
the gunwale. 

After that I went berserk. Every 
time my hook fouled a piece of float- 
ing Gulfweed, I would yell “Sail- 
fish!” release the drag, count ten 
like sixty, slap it on again and strike 
like fury. Just before we turned 
back for home four big shadows 
chased my strip mullet bait but I 
fooled them by reeling in before 
they could grab it. “Sharks,” I ex- 
plained. 

“Sails,” said Capt. Toley, gritting 
his teeth, a nasty habit I have 
noticed that he has when I am out 
with him. That and pulling out tufts 
of his hair. “Er-nest,’” I remember 
him saying, “why don’t you write 
about how not to catch a sailfish?” 
Silliest suggestion I ever heard. 

Of course, that was a long time 
ago when we didn’t release them. 
I have never understood Capt. To- 
ley’s sense of humor. How would you 
feel on the morning after Christmas 
finding a ripe sailfish on your front 
porch with a note pinned to it: 


“Happy New Year, Capt. Toley.” 


Sure I use a typewriter to catch 
them. I went sailfishing 27 times in 
a row before I got my first one. But 
that doesn’t.mean you can’t get one 
on your first trip out. The less you 
know about fishing the more chance 
you have to catch a sailfish. More 
than half of the 10,000 sailfishermen 
who come to Stuart every year 
have never caught a fish before. 


Do what the captain tells you. If 
you’re a _ confirmed  sizzle-caster, 
chop off your thumb. 


Four-fingered guys can’t go wrong 
sailfishing. 
You don’t have to bring any tack- 
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le. All is furnished. Tariffs run $50 


to $60 a day for boat, captain and- 


mate, fishing four ($12.50 to $15 
each or you can double up and cut 
the individual cost to $6.25 or $7.50). 
Sailfishing at Stuart is inexpensive. 
Using my standard Remington, I 
have caught hundreds at practically 
no outlay. Stan Smith, fishing edi- 
tor of the New York Daily News, 
caught eight sailfish a day from 
the front porch of the Pelican Hotel 
here last winter on a battered old 
Underwood. Raymond Camp of the 
New York Times, a light tackle lad, 
was fishing alongside of him with 
one of those little Coronas when a 
blue marlin struck, ran out 40 sheets 
of Hammermill bond and burned out 
the platen on the first jump. 

If you’re a typewriter fisherman, 
I advise using a standard machine. 

Maybe they live. Maybe _ they 
don’t. I don’t know. One did. That’s 
enough for me. I like to think that 
they all do. I like to think of Old 
Santa, coming down on our little 
town now, just before Christmas, 
with his sleigh a charter boat — and 
ahead of it the thousands and thou- 
sands of sailfish that have been re- 
leased by a League of Honor among 
sportsmen since that Black Christ- 
mas eleven years ago. 

I like to remember the look on my 
son’s face when Capt. Curt said: 
“VYou’ve won a Stuart Sailfish Club 


Release Button.” 
END 


SPORTSMEN 


Enjoy Coming to Stuart 


HOME OF SAILFISH 
a 


Here the Warrior of the Sea will thrill 
you, also enjoy fishing in our two 
famous rivers where Trout, Snook, Bass 
and Tarpon are plentiful, as well as 
many other species of fish. 


CASTING AND TROLLING. Boats 
and Guide Arrangements gladly fur- 
nished by the Management of the 
Friendly, Home-like 


STUART HOTEL 


REASONABLE RATES 
Delicious Food Served Home-Style 
Phone 9143 — or write 


HAROLD HINKLE, Prop. 
STUART, FLORIDA 





SAIL FISHING — 


Finest of Sport Fishing! 


STUART 
WELCOMES YOU 


FOR. THE BEST 
IN DRUGS 


STUART 


REXALL DRUG 
STUART @ FLORIDA 
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C. B. ARBOGAST 
REAL ESTATE @ INSURANCE 









CITIZENS’ BANK BUILDING 
STUART, FLORIDA 








COME TO STUART 


For the Best in 


SAIL FISHING 


See 
R. V. JOHNSON 


For the Best in 
REAL ESTATE 


PORT ARCADE BUILDING 
STUART, FLORIDA 


SAILFISHING 
AT ITS BEST! 
° 


STUART 
WELCOMES YOU 


® 
For 


RADIOS @ APPLIANCES 


See 


Hutto Radio & 
Appliance Co. 


STUART FLORIDA 
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SAILFISHING 


YE Cw Pa 


BOAT AVERAGE OVER ONE SAILFISH PER TRIP 

Five comfortable seaworthy off-shore charter boats, oper- 
ated by Capt. A. A. Whiticar and Sons. Also river power- 
boats and rowboats. Reasonable rates. Write for SAIL- 
FISHING PICTORIAL illustrating the sport and the 
Whiticar Boats. 


The Whiticar Fleet & Boat Basin, R.R. #1, Stuart, Fla. 


THE PELICAN HOTEL 
On the St. Lucie River 
STUART, FLORIDA 

AMERICAN PLAN 
WM. V. KING, Manager 


Sail Fishing ® River and Bay Trolling 
and Casting ® Duck and Quail Shooting 
in Season. 


WRITE FOR LARGE FREE MAP 
of the Famous St. Lucie-Indian River 
Fishing Grounds. 





TEXAS JIM MITCHELL 


offers 
Sarasota 
REPTILE FARM 
and ZOO 
® 


Where You See 
All Florida Animals 
and Reptiles 
o 


DEER 
FLORIDA WILD CAT 
ALLIGATORS 
and 
CROCODILES 
% 


2 MILES EAST OF SARASOTA 
On Fruitville Road 


SARASOTA 


REPTILE FARM & ZOO 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 


@ 
BRING YOUR CAMERA 
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colors of the rainbow—mother has to 
be satisfied with drab, less attractive 
feathers. With a self-satisfied glint in 
his eye, father bird does all the strut- 
ting while mother instinctively takes 
the back seat. 

The average game bird is instinc- 
tively faithful to his wife. When he 
pledges his troth to his favorite girl 
friend it’s a matter of “until death do 
us part.” As a matter of fact with 
many game bird species, the male 
refuses to as much as look at the 
opposite sex even though death has 
taken his mate. “Pat,” a huge Cana- 
dian goose at the bird farm is an out- 
standing example of faithfulness to 
his mate that died quite a number of 
years ago. 

Gist acquired Pat and his mate 
many years ago through an unusual 
chain of circumstances. They were the 
pets of a farmer in south central 
Florida. The hen laid a nest-full of 
eggs and her dreams of a flock of 
downy children were shattered one 
day when a cow quite unintentionally 
stepped on the nest and broke all the 
ego's. 

Pat went into a rage over the cow’s 





WELL STOCKED INLAND LAKES 
OR RIVERS FOR FRESH WATER 
ANGLERS! THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 


FOR OLD SALTS! 








FRANK LEFILS FISHING CAMP 


Oak Hill, Fla. Ph. New Smyrna 595-M-4 
Boats, Motors, Bait, Tackle and Guides 


wv 


HERB LOPEZ FISHING CAMP 


Oak Hill, Fla. Ph. New Smyrna 547-R-2 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Guides 


w 


CHARTER BOAT “DOC M” 


New Smyrna Boat Docks 
P. O. Box 524, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea Fishing 


* 


TURNBULL CASTLE LODGE 


P. O. Box 306, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Rooms, Apts., Boats, Motors and Bait 


VOLUSIA 
COUNTY 


blundering. He grabbed her by the tail 
with his beak, started beating his 
wings, and the frightened bovine 
frantically galloped around and around 
the pasture with Pat taking a free 
ride. The trip ended only after the cow 
was completely exhausted. But it 
seems that Pat had a memory like an 
elephant! He continued to aggravate 
the cow day after day until the 
farmer, in desperation, requested Gist 
to move the pair of geese to his bird 
farm. 

The geese lived happily in their new 
home for a number of years—until 
suddenly the wife died from unknown 
causes. To this day, Pat has been 
unable to erase the memories of the 
happy romance from his mind. As a 
result, he has shunned the thoughts 
of girl friends and steadfastly has 
remained loyal to the memory of his 
mate. 

About six months ago, Gist sold Pat 
to a bird fancier in Wyoming. A 
month later, the purchaser complained 
that Pat was so crippled that he was 
unable to walk. In addition, he re- 
lated, the goose refused to eat and 
likely would die within a short time. 


Gist requested the owner to ship 
Pat back to McIntosh. When the crate 
arrived and was opened, Pat strolled 
out robustly. He wasn’t crippled— 








CHIEF MEYER’S FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea and River Fishing 
Charter and Open Parties 


r 


INLET HARBOR FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
8 Deep Sea Boats and River Fishing 
Boats, Bait and Tackle, Guides 


w 


PELICAN FISHING CAMP 


3216 S. Peninsular Drive 
Daytona Beach, Fla., Ph. 2-3163 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Deep Sea Boat 


wv 


TED AND JOHN’S FISHING CAMP 


Route 2, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats, Motors and Bait 


LL 
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there were no creaks in his bones. 
What’s more, he immediately started 
gobbling huge quantities of grain. 
Yes, you’ve guessed it, Pat had simply 
put on a show in Wyoming—he was 
homesick for Gist—and his trick had 
succeeded ! 

Shortly after his return, Pat evi- 
dently decided to become the leader 
of Gist’s flock of 20 or 25 Canadian 
geese. Gist reports that Pat accom- 
plished his purpose within two weeks 
and with a minimum of fighting. 
Today, Pat struts proudly in front of 
the other geese and when he gives the 
command “squads right,” or “squads 
left,” his followers meekly obey the 
order. There’s no argument, Pat IS 
the boss! 

Now, let’s take up the case of 
“Oscar,”’ an Australian black swan. 
Many humans could learn a lot about 
proper respect and love for their 
mothers if they’d follow the dictates 
of Oscar. 

Three years ago he was hatched at 
Gist’s bird farm. Strangely, his 
mother was a diminutive white silky 
chicken from Asia. Silkies have black 
meat and correspond in size to our 
bantam chickens. 

Today, Oscar has grown to gigantic 
proportions, but he has never lost his 
attachment for his tiny mother. All 
day long he guards her — hissing 
wickedly at anyone who comes too 
close. When I saw Silky, she was 
setting on a nest of eggs. Her “son’’ 
gave her no chance for a rest from 
the nest. No sooner would she leave 
the eggs than Oscar would pursue her 
viciously and with flapping wings and 
a bellowing squawk, drive her back to 
the nest of eggs. Then again he’d 
assume his job of protecting his 
mother from intruders. 


A pair of Mandarin ducks, natives 
of China, particularly struck my 
fancy. The male, beautifully attired in 
a feathered coat of blue, red, gold and 
white, was impressive to say the least. 
The hen, following bird custom, was 
vastly less attractive with her drab, 
grayish feathers. I learned from Gist 
that there’s interesting history sur- 
rounding the Mandarin family. In 
China, he told me, these ducks are 
believed to foretell the success or 
failure of marriage. -As soon as a 
Chinese bride and groom have taken 
their wedding vows, a Mandarin duck 
is released in the air. If he makes a 
short flight—then it is believed that 
the marriage will be unsuccessful and 
of short duration. If the duck makes a 
long flight—the marriage will be en- 
during and never go on the rocks! 

While we talked, Gist and I watched 
a flight of 25 or 30 of his mallards 
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returning from an aerial jaunt to 
nearby Orange Lake. 

“T’ll have to pen ’em up before 
hunting season,” he mused, “or else 
the duck hunters would soon be eating 
them.” 

Gist revealed that it requires six 
different types of food to supply the 
table for his enormous bird family. It 
takes approximately 10 gallons of 
grain and other food to quench the 
appetites of his feathered family—and 
there are two feedings a day! 

It is interesting to note that he 
likely is the only man ever to succeed 
in breeding and raising Florida ducks 
in captivity. Experience has taught 
him that pheasants have but slight 
chances for survival once they are 
liberated in Florida. 

“Unless a pheasant is the type that 
roosts in trees, his chances of escaping 
Florida’s predators are remote,” Gist 
declared. 

Based on a money standpoint, Gist 
revealed that Australian black swans 
are the most valuable birds in his 
enormous collection. 

“A pair of black swans cost just 
about as much money as a team of 
good mules,” he told me. 

Black swans are valuable because 
of their scarcity, he explained. The 
scarcity of this species results from 
the high percentage of infertile eggs 
they lay. 

It took nearly two hours before I 
had viewed all of the birds at Black 
Swan Park. But, during that two 
hours I learned more about game 
birds than I likely could have absorbed 
from reading 10 volumes of books on 
the subject. One thing is certain, Gist 
and his strange hobby without doubt 
are helping perpetuate the survival of 
scores of strange game birds from 
many a foreign land. —END 
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farms. Much of the country is so 
wild that none save a few of the 
more hardy natives of this section 
dare enter these mysterious waters 
because of the danger of becoming 
lost in the marshes and swamps is 
ever-present. 

Last year, Dick Makinson, a sports- 
man and hardware dealer from Kis- 
simmee, reasoned that a new interest 
in this forgotten section of Florida 
could be created if the river and 
waters were opened and marked. 
Then too, he reasoned, the program 
of the Central and South Florida 
Flood Control District could be in- 
strumental in carrying out the aims 
of regulating these waters to a 
standard year-around level, enabling 
all types of craft to use the channel 
passages during all seasons of the 
year. One example that was particu- 
larly evident this year was the stop- 
ping of all big cruisers at the Sea- 
board Airline railroad bridge, about 
26 miles from our destination. The 
water level was up three feet from 
last year, and the larger boats could 
not go under the bridge. The bridge 
had to be opened, for the first time 
in some 20 years, and the cruisers 
had an unscheduled layover until 
they could continue their voyage. 

Officials of the Flood Control 
Board, who supplied large detailed 
maps of the route to be taken, made 
the cruise with us, down the route 
they intend to make one of inland 
Florida’s most important waterways 
once their program is completed. It 
will, in all probability, return to its 
post as a major watercourse for 
traffic in the Central part of the 
State. 


With all these ideas in mind — the 
reopening of the channel, a standard 
water-level, and the publicizing of 
this section of the State, Makinson 
planned the first Boat-A-Cade. Many 
officials of the State, the Flood Con- 
trol men, State Advertising Commis- 
sion, and many sportsmen thought 
it was a wonderful idea and ap- 
proved the plan. The first trip was 
made in November 1950 with 75 
boats and more than 150 persons 
making the trip. 


This year’s trip was much bigger 
ov far. More than 150 boats and over 
400 sportsmen entered, with some 
just making parts of the trip, and 
other new entrants taking their 
places along the river. The majority 
of the persons on the trip were men, 
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although there were a number of 
families represented, with the young- 
sters sharing the fun with their 
elders. 

It was still early in the afternoon 
when we first landed at Camp Mack. 
After lunch we decided to do some 
fishing. There were several motor 
beats and a canoe available for 
angling expeditions and many of us 
took advantage of them. During the 
entire trip, there were many oppor- 
tunities for fishing, and few were 
those who didn’t exercise that pleas- 
ure during their leisure moments. 
both for the sport and for the added 
incentive of the many awards of- 
fered for prize catches of fish along 
the trip. The prizes included fishing 
and boating equipment donated by 
various merchants in the Kissimmee 
River Valley area. . 

That night — as were all other 
nights of the expedition — was spent 
in eating supper, 
camp fires and singing, telling yarns, 
swapping various experiences, and 
comparing fishing and boating equip- 
ment. At the designated camping 
sites, tents were pitched, bedrolls 
unfurled, and a spirit of friendliness 
prevailed as the sportsmen gathered 
in little groups with adventure-shar- 
ing conversation the main topic. 

Few accidents marked the trip. 
Several of the smaller boats were 
swamped in the choppy waters of 
the various lakes as the wind was 
quite high at times. Other boats 
were stranded on sand bars for a 
few minutes until help arrived. This 
happened to us aboard the “Ven- 
ture.” We had about 20 minutes of 
shoving and pulling before we were 
on our way again. Several of the 
boats turned over when they tried 
to speed around the sharp bends in 
the Kissimmee River. A few motors 
conked out! 

Every outdoor adventure is best 
remembered by the humorous inci- 
dents that happen. Two of the fun- 
niest on this trip were when a pho- 
tographer fell or jumped overboard 


when he got out of a plane after he 
had taken aerial shots. The other 
was when a fellow tried to step into 
a canoe and it toppled him head- 
lcng into the water. 

Many Florida cities were repre- 
sented on the trip with a group from 
Winter Garden topping the list. 
There were 20 boats and 44 persons 
represented in that party, with most 
of their boats of the same make 
and color—all with “Winter Gar- 

(Continued on Page 38) 
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One species of frog, the gopher frog, 
commonly dwells with the turtles, 
and is seldom found outside their 
burrow. When fire sweeps across the 
dry fields and woods, many of the 
smaller wild creatures find refuge 
from the flames by ducking into 
gopher holes. 


The gopher digs a hole with its 
front feet, and pushes the dirt out 
of the excavation to form a mound 
or heap of sand on the surface at 








the burrow mouth. Since a single 
burrow may be 30 feet long, a foot 
wide, and 8 inches high, one gohper 
must move a lot of dirt! Usually, 
gophers live in colonies; and the 
activities of a colony may bring 
tons of fresh dirt to the surface, as 
well as admit air and moisture into 
the subsurface soil. 


On the hillocks raised by the 
gophers’ digging, many plants get 
a start, sprouting from windblown 
seeds. These plants are often of 
kinds that could not get a foothold 
elsewhere in the dry, sandy places 
that gophers frequent. One shrub, 


the gopher-apple, is spread mainly 
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by the turtles themselves. A relative 
of the northern pawpaw and the 
custard-apple, the gopher-apple pro- 
duces an edible fruit which is much 
sought after by the turtles. The 
gopher eats the fruit and digests 
the pulp, but the seeds are passed 
out somewhere along the reptile’s 
line of march, and soon sprout. 

From the above remarks it will 
be seen that the presence of gophers 
alters or affects the soil, the plant 
life, and the animal life of an area. 
Obviously these big land turtles play 
an important part in Nature’s 
scheme; they merit more study and 
attention than they have received 
in the past. 


The female gopher deposits a num- 
ber of round, white eggs in the soil 
at the mouth of its burrow. Each egg 
is a little more than an inch and 
a half in diameter, with a hard 
shell like the egg of a bird. The 
newly hatched young are very sim- 
ilar to the adults in appearance, but 
are more brightly colored, being 
mostly of yellowish and _ orange 
shades. The shell of the young is 
rather soft and flexible, while that 
of the adult is very hard and strong; 
a big gopher can support the weight 
of a man. 

The shell of a very large gopher 
may be 12 inches long, straight-line 
measurement; such a specimen would 
weigh about 10 pounds. Even the 
largest adults are inoffensive, and 
make no effort to bite when molested. 

Many people eat gophers, digging 
them from their burrows or catch- 
ing them on the roads and in the 
fields. The big turtles often try to 
cross highways; but being slow and 
clumsy, they are often run over or 
else captured. Indeed, automobiles 
and pot-hunters are probably the 
major enemies of the species. END 
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the big game fish of South Florida 
waters. There isn’t even a harness 
aboard. 


Furthermore, broadbill swordfish 
rarely strike a trolled bait; they are 
usually caught with harpoons. And 
if one does strike, the bait has to 
be of pretty fair size—usually a 
whole fish weighing several pounds. 
Fleming was using a_ ballyhoo—a 
tidbit about 7 inches long, and wasn’t 
even trolling. 


To add to the impossibility of the 
situation, broadbills aren’t supposed 
to come as far south as Florida. 
There have been hardly a dozen 
caught in the waters of this state in 
that many years—and most of them 
were captured either in nets or by 
harpoons. 


And finally, when you add a few 
fillups set forth by the International 
Game Fish Association, such as (1) 
the angler must receive no help 
while fighting the fish; (2) the fish 
must be unmutilated (sharks often 
have a habit of helping themselves) ; 
(3) the angler’s rod must never be 
rested on the gunwale of the boat 


and (4) the rod cannot be broken— 
it just doesn’t seem possible that 
Mr. Fleming captured a 440-pound 
broadbill swordfish. 


But he did. 

And he broke a world’s record of 
long standing. Twenty-three years 
ago a Mr. J. W. Jump landed a 365- 
pound broadbill swordfish off the 
coast of Catalina Island, California, 
using 30-pound test line—equipment 
comparable to that used by Mr. 
Fleming. 

Reconstructing this epic event, we 
find the “Helen S.” drifting with the 
wind, a mile or so off the South 
Florida coast near the historic Hills- 
boro Light. Mr. Fleming’s modest lit- 
tle ballyhoo is about 15 feet below 
the surface of the water, some 60 
feet to the windward of the “Helen 
So 

Shortly before two in the after- 
noon, Capt. Dan Barnsey spots a 
huge shape flirting around where 
Fleming’s bait is supposed to be. In 
a moment, there is a strike, and the 
line goes out. It’s a big fish, and no 
mistake. All other lines are hauled 
aboard, and Mr. Fleming sits himself 
down in the stern seat, jams the rod 
butt into a swivel socket and pre- 
pares to do battle. 

In a few seconds, the fish jumps. 
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STEAM HEAT 


No one says anything for a moment 
—the sight is too awesome—as a near 
quarter-ton of fury emerges from 
the deep. Dan takes it to be a huge 
blue marlin, because of the dorsal 
fin. 

Then the long, grim battle begins 
in earnest. It is man against beast 
with a vengeance, and only a thin 
filament of line separating the two. 
Harry Cornell, mate of the “Helen 
S.” starts counting as the fish alter- 
nately plunges, leaps and runs—21, 
22, 23, 24—an hour and a half, and 
still the fight rages on. What’s keep- 
ing the line from breaking? No one 
knows—no one even dares to men- 
tion it out loud. 


Capt. Garnsey, with consummate 
skill, follows the infuriated fish. He 
cannot allow the monster to come 
too close to the boat—this fish can 
never be gaffed—it must be worn 
out—a seemingly impossible task. 
Once the fish does come close—it 
is 3:30 by Cornell’s watch—it sees the 
“Helen S.” and dives under it. Dan 
frantically spins the wheel and guns 
the motor, and the 44-foot boat al- 
most spins on her stern. The line 
passes safely under the keel—it does 
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ing discarded tackle from the mem- 
bers and by some method or means re- 
furbishing and rehabilitating it so it 
could be presented to the youth of 
this community who could not afford 
to buy their own. Up to this point, 
some of them had been forced to fish 
with a piece of twine, a bent pin and 
a broken bough. 


Les Taylor commenced talking 
about this plan with the members 
of the Rod and Reel Club and sought 
to devise a means to overcome the 
necessity of some youngsters being 
forced to fish with obsolete or inade- 
quate tackle and to provide them 
with equipment that their parents 
could ill afford to purchase. 


Les Taylor’s idea fell in fertile 
fields, and when he _ approached 
“Chief” Bennett, owner of Bahama 
Fishing Tackle, at 624 N.W. 62nd 
Street, Miami, he found a kindred 
soul sharing the same general opin- 
ions as he with regard to these un- 
fortunate children. 


The Chief, who had for thirty-five 
years been engaged in law enforce- 
ment through his own offices, the 
Pan-American Secret Service, and 
who was by avocation a manufac- 
turer of fishing tackle, recognized 
the importance of aiding and assist- 
ing youngsters into the field of 
sportsmanship and, in particular, 
sport fishing. It has always been 
the Chief’s conviction that a boy 
who becomes interested in sport fish- 
ing is not likely to engage in any 
activity which would make him the 
so-called “delinquent.” Sport fishing 
is a character-builder, he is certain. 


And so it began! The aid of the 
various sportsmen’s organizations 
was enlisted and their members 
asked to bring or send in any rods, 
reels and other tackle accessories 
they no longer had use for. The idea 
took hold and old fishing gear piled 
up daily at Bahama Fishing Tackle. 


A few days before Christmas it 
was ready. And you’d never have 
recognized it. Everything sparkled 
like new. Reels had been completely 
overhauled and polished, rods mend- 
ed and varnished, guides replaced, 
Bennett supplied new line out of 
his stock and reels and rods were 
matched to form the particular types. 
Other tackle stuff, like artificial 
lures and other gadgets, had been 
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MECHANIC * 


ORLANDO 
OUTBOARD MARINE 


2709 N. ORANGE ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
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“RANDALL MADE” KNIVES 
The Finest Available 


¢ eet 
j . 
; 4 " 


HUNTING ® FISHING ® CARVING 
MILITARY ® THROWING 


Handmade of Swedish tool steel—tfinest 
quality and workmanship obtainable. ‘1 
guarantee you can’t buy a finer knife.” 
Several models to choose from, all with 
Heiser sheaths. Prices $7.50 to $30.00. 


W. D. RANDALL, JR. 
Box 1988-W, Orlando, Florida 


Send 10c for folder of descriptions, prices 
and instructive knife manual. Fighting 
Knife booklet, 50c. 


SPORTING GOODS 
HEADQUARTERS 


MERCURY OUTBOARD MOTORS 
* 
GUNS - SHELLS 
* 
FISHING TACKLE 
* 


Huggins Supply Co. 
A. J. HORNE, Owner 

236 New Haven Phone 1 
MELBOURNE, FLORIDA 





SPORTSMAN 





WATERFRONT PROPERTY 
ON INDIAN RIVER 
AND OCEAN 


& 
INVESTMENTS 
% 

SEE 


VAN G. WERLEY 
Rik tA Te 
EAU GALLIE, FLORIDA 


CYPRESS. 








Here’s Your Boat! 





In Just 15 Minutes... 


we can show you why Larson Watercraft are superior boats. These aluminum 
hulled, wood trimmed craft are designed, built and water tested to give you 
superior performance, safety, economy and long life. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ON 14-FT. BOATS 
In Kissimmee-Okeechobee Boat-a-Cade of approximately 100 boats—24 were Larsons 


POUNDS MOTOR COMPANY 


WINTER GARDEN, FLORIDA 


STATE DISTRIBUTORS 


POUNDS TRACTOR ESDP extn Bat Haven, Florida 
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POUNDS-ZEISS TRACTOR COMPANY—Sebring, Florida 








repaired and painted and made use- 
ful again. 


Then it was all returned to the 
several clubs through which it had 
originated. They turned it over for 
distribution by certain recognized 
groups, channels through which it 
would be sure to reach the boys and 
girls for whom it was intended. 


That was the first year! The idea 
spread and civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations, the Lions, Elks, Rotary, 
Kiwanis, Masons and others, joined 
the sportsmen in their efforts. The 
response was so great that Jess 


Lenox, Bennett’s superintendent up 
at the tackle shop, asked for help 
in doing the job which was getting 
bigger and bigger. Volunteers were 
not found wanting and gave him a 
hand in their spare time. Publicity 
was freely given. The Outdoor Writ- 
ers Association, fishing editors Allen 
Corson, of the Miami Herald, Salty 
Mallants, of the Miami Daily News; 
radio commentators and well-known 
performers like Arthur Godfrey and 
Don MeNeill; Pat Sullivan, fishing 
editor of station WKAT; all of these 
lent a hand. 

As time went on makers of popu- 
lar brands of fishing line, Sunset 
and Norwich, donated line, and many 
folks (who had no old tackle) even 
bought brand new merchandise and 
tagged it with the name of the char- 
ity group of their selection, for dis- 
tribution to the needy along with 
their other gifts at Christmas-time. 

Memory takes us all back to when 
we were kids—and it was Christ- 
mas! It was the unexpected gift that 
made us the happiest. Imagine the 
delight of a child who likes to fish, 
when he has a first-class piece of 
equipment put into his hands — 
something he had dreamed of pos- 
sessing but dared not hope for. 

Here is a concrete plan which 
truly deserves to be taken up in 
every community. Already the na- 
tionwide publicity has resulted in 
floods of inquiries to Bahama Fish- 
ing Tackle from many groups anx- 
ious to follow a like procedure. This 
year bids fair to be a bigger and 
better Christmas for these young 
and hitherto “underprivileged” ang- 
lers than any that has gone before! 

END 
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mother, daddy, grandpop, or great, 
great, great, uncle on their mother’s 
side, and outshine all other hounds 
in trailing, hunting, speed, endur- 
ance and other qualities that will 
enable their owners to bring back 
the top trophy awarded for perform- 
ance in the field. 

No expense is spared in either 
case. And it sometimes pays off. A 
hound taking top honors in either 
the show or in the field may return 
many thousands of dollars to his 
owner from stud fees or the sale 
of pups. Florida hounds have sold 
for as high as $2,000 that I know 
of, and higher offers have been con- 
temptuously refused by proud owners. 

Of course, the biggest business, 
and the most people, are interested 
in the day by day (or night by night) 
chases which are held by the thou- 
sands in all parts of the state. But 
the gathering of the supposedly top 
hounds, combined with the color and 
competition, make up the unresisti- 
ble attraction of the annual meet. 

The sight of some 200 odd hounds 


being released simultaneously at the 
erack of dawn on the first morning 
of the field trials is a thrill never 
to be forgotten. At DeFuniak this 
year, I had the thrill of seeing that 
sight from the air for the first time. 
The huge pack “flowed” from the 
starting line, down the hillside and 
across country for a mile and a half, 
looking like some viscous fluid, be- 
fore beginning to split up into 
smaller packs and starting hunting. 

The first of the four days of the 
meet is devoted to the bench show. 
Some fifty odd hounds were entered 
in that part of the meet this year. 
These dogs came from many other 
Southern states as well as from 
Florida. There were winners from 
Alabama, Georgia and Florida in the 
various classifications. 

The second day witnesses the first 
cast in the Field Trials and nearly 
all the hounds in attendance are 
released on this morning. There were 
more than 200 automobiles, trucks 
and jeeps parked on the brow of the 
hill at the casting grounds the first 
morning this year. 

The third morning — the second of 
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the field trials —is a repetition of 
the previous one with the exception 
that the pack has been cut down 
by the judges. Hounds have been 
scratched for loafing, running rab- 
bits or other smaller game, running 
stock and so on. This year 126 dogs 
toed the mark on the second cast. 
On the third and final morning, 
tension is high and competition is 


“Satisfying Customers for 22 Years” 


GUNS REPAIRED 


®Cutts Comp.—Weaver 
Power-Pac Installed 


®Parts Made for 
Modern & Obsolete 


®Reblued 
® Refinished 


® Repairs 
Made On All 
Makes Rod 
and Reels 


® Mail Order 
Business 
Handled 
Promptly 


FISHING TACKLE 
“Opposite the Post Office” 


FLORIDA GUN 
& LOCK SERVICE 


408 Zack St. e Phone 251251 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 









EAT--WEEE 








Tallahassee City Limits—On W. Tennessee St. 





keen. The hounds have been culled 
out and only the best are left. And 
when the hunt is over, participants 
hasten to headquarters to watch the 
totaling up of scores. 

Naturally, lots of hunters go home 
disappointed. But, nevertheless, re- 
solved that it was the bad breaks 
that beat their hound this time — 
next time... ! END. 


BROWN’‘S KENNELS 
Breeders of 
@ 
FIELD TRIAL AND 
SHOOTING DOGS 
@ 
DOGS BOARDED 
& TRAINED 
a 
High-Class Shooting Dogs 
For Sale 
& 


13 miles north of Bradenton 
on U.S. 41 


P. O. Box 974 Ph. 3-8216 


Bradenton, Fla. 


REST ASSURED .. . the game will never know 
you're here! 


“ISEEEPUMCEEL: 1. 
For Your Comfort and Convenience: 


@AIR-CONDITIONING @KITCHENETTES 
@SUITES TO ACCOMMODATE THE ENTIRE FAMILY 


. AND LEAVE REFRESHED 


Prince Murat 


INN 


ON U.S. 90—STATE RD. 20 
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Fort Pierce Offers 


SALT AND FRESH WATER 
FISHING 


For Fishing Tackle and Sports 
Equipment, Guns and 


Ammunition 


See 


VAN’S FISHING 
& HUNTING STORE 


205 N. 2nd St. Phone 817 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 


ENJOY FISHING 


in the Best Fishing Area on 
East Coast! 


FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 
* 


FOR APPETIZING AND 
SATISFYING MEALS, IT’S 


ANN’S COFFEE SHOP 


AIR CONDITIONED 


147 N. Fourth Street 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 













For a Memorable 
Fishing and Hunting Experience 
Visit 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 


MELTON 
MARINE SUPPLY 


DISTRIBUTORS 


114 Causeway Dr.—P. O. Box 867 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 





FOR FINE 
FISHING AND HUNTING 


Visit 
FORT PIERCE 
Es) 


For 
WILLIS-JEEP SERVICE 


See 


GABAN BROS. 


207 S. 4th Street 
FORT PIERCE ad FLORIDA 






































Brown Chevrolet Inc. 
So. Tamiami Trail Ph. 318 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 
Genuine Chevrolet Parts 
NEW & USED CARS AND TRUCKS 








HALL HARDWARE & TACKLE 


FISHING TACKLE — BAIT OF EVERY MAKE 


PAINT — HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES 
AMMUNITION — GUNS 


221 Magnolia Ave. Tampa, Florida 


Sportsmen’s Headquarters 


SUMTER COUNTY 


* 


JOHNSON MOTORS 
FISHING TACKLE 
GENERAL HARDWARE 


* 


ALLEN 
HARDWARE CO. 


BUSHNELL, FLORIDA 


E-X-P-E-R-T-! 
Rod & Reel Repairs 


Mail orders receive prompt attention. 


KIRK'S “smb 850" 97,99 
KIRK'S 
TACKLE BOX 


914 N. Mills Street 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 





Visit 
FORT PIERCE 
See 
RANCHLAND 
Cor. Orange Ave. & U.S. +1 
8 


THE ONLY 
“WESTERN-WEAR” STORE 
IN FLORIDA 


“Western-Wear’ for the 
Entire Family 





den” painted on the sides. Makinson 
thinks that more large groups like 
that will join in the annual Boat- 
A-Cade from other cities in Florida 
and Georgia next year. He also hopes 
that, in time, other states will send 
along delegations. 


The Peach State was well rep- 
resented this year with a large num- 
ber of entries, but the prize entry 
was George Schomburt, who arrived 
for the trip from Chicago. He had 
heard about the trip several months 
ago and put it on his agenda. He 
stayed in Florida a few days after 
the trip before his return to the 
Windy City. Two others came from 
Washington, D. C., while a large 
press delegation of writers and pho- 
tegraphers of various newspapers 
and organizations traveled the en- 
tire route. 

Our days during the jaunt were 
spent relaxing, looking at the scen- 
ery, talking about past and present 
experiences and getting ready for 
our fishing trips. We spent most of 
the time aboard the boat, looking 
either ahead or behind at the beau- 
tiful sight of a flotilla of boats, 
marked by their spray in the water. 
Perhaps a painting could best de- 
scribe that scene, with the various 
vivid colors of the boats, the blue 
white-capped waters of the lakes, 
the gray of the spray, and the green 
of the forests on either side of us. 


It was a well-planned and well- 
organized trip. All arrangements, 
made ahead of time, went off with- 
out a hitch. Many of those on the 
trip agreed that top credit for the 
success of the trip should go to 
Makinson and the Kissimmee Cham- 
ber of Commerce. But Makinson only 


For Fine 
BASS FISHING 
Come To 


LEESBURG 


* 


FOR FINE FOOD 
GOOD SERVICE 
Come To 


NICK’S CAFE 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 
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replied, “We profited by the mistakes 
of last year.” 

The Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission was singled out for 
praise by the Chairman. The several 
speedboats and the two planes the 
Agency had on hand served to keep 
many boats from wandering into 
deadend channels and becoming in- 
volved in other hazards. Commission 
wildlife offiers marked the various 
channels which stretched out into 
numerous coves and lagoons running 
out to the flatlands, and the air- 
plane pilots made countless trips 
over the route checking all boats 
and made numerous trips back to 
the nearest town to replace equip- 
ment on boats that had broken down. 
Makinson said: “the Game Commis- 
sion personnel has done a wonderful 
jeb. I don’t know what we would 
have done without them.” 


The remainder of the trip found 
us stopping at Kicco the second 
night, at the Durrance Ranch in 
Riverview the third night where a 
barbecue awaited us and the final 
stop at Okee-Simme Fish Camp on 
Lake Okeechobee where a fish fry 
was given for the boatsmen by the 
City of Okeechobee. The weather 
was wonderful throughout the trip 
with the exception of the last day 
when rain tried to bring the voyage 
to a dismal ending. But the out- 
doorsmen were undaunted by the 
dampness and continued their trip 
to the destination. In fact, several 
of them, turned right around and 
proceeded to bring their boats and 
cruisers back to the city pier of 
Kissimmee, retracing their route to 
the beginning. 


As for the trip itself, the hardy 
sportsmen had re-opened the long 
forgotten river channels of the Kis- 
simmee River. In a spirit of the 
pioneers of years ago, they had ex- 
plored a wild country, focused at- 
tention upon a yet-to-be developed 
section of Florida, and spent a few 
days out in the open with the best 
that Nature can provide —truly, a 
pleasant and satisfying adventure! 


END 


WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER LODGE 
Where Florida’s Gulf Coast Highway U.S. 19 


AND THE RIVER MEET 
43,000 Acres Private Hunting and Fishing 


Grounds — Fresh and Salt Water 
BLACK BASS REDS SPECKLED TROUT 
WILD TURKEY DEER QUAIL 
BAIT DOGS GUIDES BOATS 
GOOD FOOD 


Modern Housekeeping Cottages—Rooms and 
Baths 


DESSIE O. SMITH 
Phone Dunnellon Ex. 89WI P.O. Inglis, Fla. 
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I. W. Phillips & Co. 


Morgan & Cass Streets 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


**Strictly Wholesale’’ 


See your Local Dealer for 
your Fishing Tackle 





Home of the Large 
BLACK BASS 


Don’t Fail to See... 
CLERMONT, LAKE COUNTY, 


Florida’s Beauty Spot in the noted Hill, 
Lake and Citrus Region of Central 
Florida Highlands. 


Bowman & Brown Co. 
REALTORS 
Here for 28 Years 
Clermont—Lake County—Florida 
PHONE 3371 





PANA-VISTA LODGE 


On beautiful Lake Panasoffkee and Withla- 
coochee River, unexcelled fishing and hunt- 
ing. Fresh water fishing for bass, bream, 
crappie and the best wild turkey and squirrel 
hunting in Central Florida. Excellent duck 
hunting in season. Fourteen modernly 
equipped housekeeping cottages with restau- 
rant serving excellent home cooked food. 
Boats, motors, guides, fishing tackle, as well 
as live bait at all times. Write for informa- 
tion and reservations: 


ROUTE 2, PANASOFFKEE, FLA. 
RUFE WYSONG, Mar. 
Sumter County—tTel. Bushnell 2061 


COME TO 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 
for 
GOOD FISHING & HUNTING 
@ 


For Real Estate Values 


Investments 
Ranches - Acreage 


See 
WATERS REALTY CO. 


P. O. Box 427 Phone 3 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 





ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
Offers Fine 
DUCK HUNTING 


“YOUR COMPLETE 
SHOPPING CENTER” 
PUTNAM 
MERCANTILE, INC. 


Opposite Postoffice 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE ® PAINTS 
HOUSEWARE ® SPORTING GOODS 


Phone 1143 FORT PIERCE, FLA. 


VISIT 
FORT PIERCE 
FOR FINE 
FISHING AND HUNTING 


SUNRISE 
TRACTOR CO. 


311-25 S. 4th St. Phone 190 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 


VISIT FORT PIERCE! 


GOOD FISHING AND 
HUNTING 


* 


For Your 
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 
®WATER FRONTS 
®RANCHES 
®|INVESTMENTS 


See 


LAURA B. HANCOCK 


127 N. 4th St. Phone 1126 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 





Fort Pierce Offers 
B-E-S-T 
SALT WATER FISHING 


Ww 
FOR SERVICE SEE 


BILL PARKER 


BAIT ® BOATS ® TACKLE 
Indian River Causeway Drive 


FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 




















AL PFLUEGER 


TAXIDERMIST KEY WEST, FLORIDA‘S 


North Miami, Fla. Box 1328 
























MONKEYS MAKE FINE PETS 
Send 10c for brochure and pricelist—listing 
care, feeding, and housing of 11 most popular 

varieties, and their characteristics. 

All kinds of birds, animals, and reptiles 
for sale. 


TROPICAL HOBBYLAND 
1525-B NW 27th Ave. MIAMI, FLA. 


““‘HEADQUARTERS” 
for 


HAINES CITY, FLORIDA 


2, 
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Leuy County 


America has many kinds of land 
—some best suited for cultivated 
crops like corn or cotton, some 
best for growing trees. Levy 
County has both and also turpen- 
tine industry. soil conservation, 
cattle and general farming. 


Ideal climate . . . year round 
. adapted to the retired busi- 
ness man or the active one; the 
vacationer or the native home- 
steader. 


WA CLS, 


ra 
jaf | SavRCRe UP petetae Sen 
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LEVY COUNTY 
LEVY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


BRONSON, FLORIDA 





MUNICIPAL AQUARIUM 


Number One Tourist Attraction 


CARLISLE HARDWARE CO. 


“HIGHLANDER FISHING CLUB” 








not break, and the fish is still on. 
Everybody aboard breathes again. 


That near disaster confirms what 
Dan Garnsey has suspected for some 
time. This fish is not a blue marlin 
—it is a broadbill swordfish. By this 
time, Mr. Fleming is near exhaus- 
tion. His whole body aches with the 
dull fire of physical anguish—but 
he hangs on, and pumps and reels 
whenever he gets the chance. 


At approximately 4 o’clock, the 
fish makes its last deep water plunge 
—its 39th or 40th evasive action— 
Cornell isn’t exactly sure which. It 
now lies still—some 350 yards away 
and down. 


Garnsey takes his bearings and 
estimates the monster’s position. Is 
it dead, or merely sulking? Slowly 
the “Helen S.” eases forward, Flem- 
ing reeling in as the boat advances 
over the point where Dan figures 
the fish is resting. A few tentative 


pulls on the line—it gives a trifle. 


Apparently, the fish is dead. 

Even if it is, the battle is not yet 
won by any means. The fish must be 
brought to the surface—by delicate 
pressure on that slender line. And 
there are sharks to contend with. 
Slowly the job is accomplished— 
little by little the fish comes up, un- 
til finally at 5:05 —three hours and 
five minutes after it struck, the 
broadbill is beside the “Helen S%.,” 
completely dead. 

Dan lashes it to the stern—there 
is no winch aboard the boat, and the 
vessel heads for the Hillsboro Dock. 

Mr. Fleming is exhausted—almost 
as dead as the fish. On shore, a small 
crowd gathers—part of the fight 
had been seen from the dock. The 


fish is weighed and measured and 


S. J. McCLELLAN’S 
AUTO SUPPLY 


& 
GENUINE 


REPLACEMENT 
PARTS 


® 
PHONE 35 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 
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the necessary statements made by 
witnesses and signed before a no- 
tary. 

Everything is in order, and the 
data forwarded to the International 
Game Fish Association in New York 
City. In a little while, the catch will 
be official—Mr. Frederick Fleming 
of Yonkers, New York, has estab- 
lished a new world’s record for 
broadbill swordfish caught on 30- 
pound test line. 

Herewith the data relative to the 
eatch forwarded to the International 
Game Fish Association: 

Time of fight: three hours and 
five minutes. 

Place: Atlantic ocean off the Hills- 
boro Light near the town of Pom- 
pano Beach on the southeast coast 
of Florida. 

Weight of fish: 444 pounds. 

Length: tip of bill to stub of tail, 
135 inches. 

Length: tip of bill to fork of tail, 
12 feet one inch. 

Measurement: dorsal fin to _ bot- 
tom of anal fin: 5614 inches. 

Measurement: girth at widest: 57 
inches. 

The fish was weighed by P. P. 
Meadows, weighmaster of the Pom- 
pano Beach Fishing Tournament 
Committee. 

The following witnesses signed 
notarized affidavits to the catch: 

John Marshall; Richard O’Brien; 
Capt. John Wimer; Frank P. Sabia 
and Capt. Garnsey and Mate Harry 
Cornell of the “Helen S.” 

The fish was not mounted. Mr. 


Fleming took the bill as a memento 
of his epic battle. —END 








Jimmy’‘s Fishing Camp 
McIntosh, Florida 


ON FAMOUS ORANGE LAKE 


Boats, Motors, Guides, Bait, License, 
Fishing Tackle, Sale or Rent. 
on U. S. #441—turn down at drug store 


WE MAKE CABIN RESERVATIONS 


REESE’S SNACK BAR 
& RESTAURANT 


SOUVENIRS 
SMOKER’S SUPPLIES 
MAGAZINES 
KODAK FILM 


A Good Place to Eat in Ocala 
WE NEVER CLOSE 


OCALA cd) FLORIDA 
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GULF VIEW 
INN 


BLIND PASS BRIDGEY & 
MITCHELL'S Cor- Ss 

‘ TAGES — Won 
OSTER’S COTTAGES——X% 


RAINBOW INN 


Modern Clean Cabins. Good Food. Beats. 
In Key Largo, in the heart of the best 
Fishing Territory, on Over Seas Highway 
opposite Post Office Bldg. 


Rock Harbor, Fla. 


P.O. Box 15 





S&W CAFE 
on U:S. Highway 41 
Inverness, Fla. 
Steaks, Seafoods, Chicken 


Sandwiches 
LEONARD SWEAT 





EDFISH WV 
PASS 3 










SOUTH SEAS 
\ PLANTATION 


PINE ISLAND 
) SOUND 


yt } -ENGLE’S COTTAGES 
=! POST OFFICE 





SANIBEL DIRECTORY 


CASA YBEL—Shell hunting, fishing resort and 
cottage colony. Excellent food. A Howard 
Dayton Hotel. 


ISLAND INN—On the beach overlooking the 


Gulf. Informal atmosphere. Restricted 
clientele. 

HIER’S COTTAGES—Modern, new. Year round. 
On the Gulf. 


MITCHELL’S COTTAGES — On the _ water. 
Rooms with bath. P. O. Captiva. Year round. 


OSTER’S — Waterfront cottages, 
rooms. P. O. Captiva. Yearly. 


overnight 


good. Pier and bridge fishing, or for the more active, deep sea fishing with competent 
guides. Plan your vacation around Captiva and Sanibel Islands. For reservation or 
information write to the business men listed below. 











THE REEF RESTAURANT 
and 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 
at 7 mile bridge—Oversea Highway 


FOR FINEST OF SALT WATER ANGLING 
MARATHON, FLORIDA 








MIAMI RARE BIRD FARM 
Box 100, Kendall, Florida 


HUNDREDS OF BIRDS, MONKEYS AND 
ANIMALS ON EXHIBITION 
AND FOR SALE 









World famous for the unusual 
and valuable shells found on 
their beaches. You'll find the 
fishing equally unusual and 





















SANIBEL 
6 LIGHT,” 
7 KINZIES 

FISHING PIER 
POST OFFICE. 


TULIPA Way ApTS. 





HIERS <CASA YBEL 


COTIAGES 


LOW COTTAGES — Housekeeping’ cottages. 


Elizabeth Low, Owner. 


MISS SUSIE II — Deep sea fishing trips. Jake 
Stokes, Owner. 


JACK’S PLACE—Sandwiches, beer, cold drinks. 
House parties booked at house or at hotels. 


THE BEACH HOUSE — Lodging. Year round. 
CASA MARINA—Sanibel cafe and cottages. 


ve 
CAPTIVA DIRECTORY 


GULF VIEW INN — Small hotel. American 
plan. Dining hall on gulf. 

ENGLE’S COTTAGES — Modern, completely 
equipped. Year round. 
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| For. your se e 
0) 
I Dose Sige 


nearest 

Cities Service 
Dealer 
Here are two lubricants 
which have been specifically 
designed and packaged for 
outboard motor use. The 
half-pint can gives you 
measured oil with no left- 
overs. Use these modern pro- 
ducts for top performance. 


ORANGE STATE OIL CO. 


Cities Service in Florida 


; 
aera Tees | . 3 


SENCZOV 
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( FLORIDA'S ) 
Cape IeAe 
ATTRACTION 


{ OnU.S. Highway 1, 
In South Daytona 








( Famous Dancing, - ) 

{ PORPOISES 
LiveFist — Stakes 
Turtles A\\igators 


SS SS SS 


GUIDED TOURS 
SOUVENIRS - SNACK BAR 


“OPEN 8705:30 DAILY & SUN.. 








_ CONSERVATION: ISN’T 
eee NEW 


“(Continued from Poce ah 


a November 20 to February 20, 


protected both the turkey hen and 
the doe deer, prohibited the selling, 


| shipping, trapping, snaring, baiting, 


night hunting, use of poison, chem- 
icals, and explosives. It also provided 
bag limits of 2 a day and 5 a season 
on turkey gobblers, 1 a day and 3 a 
season on buck deer, 20 a day and 
500 a season on quail, 25 a day and 
500 a season on other species and 
limited possession to 5 days after 
close of season. License fees pro- 
vided by the law were $1.00 for Resi- 
dent County Hunting license: $3.00 
for Resident State Hunting license 
and $15.00 for Non-resident hunt- 
ing license. No license was required 
for fishing. 


It might be interesting to mention 
here that the Commissioner was paid 
an annual salary of $2,500.00 with 
an expense allowance of not to ex- 
ceed $500.00 per year. Game War- 
dens—one for each County, appoint- 
ed by the Commissioner with the ap- 
proval of the Governor, were paid a 
fee of 25c for each Resident County 
license sold in his County; 50c for 
each State Hunting license sold in 
his county; and $3.00 for each Non- 
resident Hunting license sold in his 
County. In addition to this he was 
paid 4 of the court fine when he 
did not furnish the evidence for con- 
viction and %4 of the court fine 
when evidence sufficient to secure 
a conviction was furnished by him. 
He also received the arresting fee 
for each arrest he made and was 
paid $3.00 per day when on special 
assignment. 


This law remained on the Statute 
Books only two years, being repealed 
in 1915 when wildlife protection 
again became a local issue enforced 
by counties. In 1917 there were 15 
local laws passed; in 1921 38 local 
laws were passed and in 1923 60 
more local laws were placed on the 
Statute Books. In 1925 when a Game 
Department was again created the 
130 local laws already enacted re- 
mained on the statute books to cause 
confusion. 


The 1925 law creating the new 
Game Department provided for the 
appointment by the Governor of a 
Commissioner to head the Depart- 
ment. Mr. J. V. Royal was selected 
by Governor John Martin to fill that 
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THANKS, HUNTERS... 


. . for your good sportsmanship in 
being careful about starting fires... 
and for not shooting power line in- 
sulators. Fires destroy property, and 
broken insulators might interrupt 
vital electric service in some “‘life- 
or-death’’ emergency. 

P.S. If you’re hunting for a bargain, 
try ALL the Sunshine Services. 


SFLORIDA POWER & 
LIGHT COMPANY 





WALLACE AIRCRAFT 


COMPANY, INC. 


Sarasota, Florida 


* 


Distributors for 


PIPER AND STINSON 
AIRCRAFT 
NARCO RADIOS 
RCA AIRCRAFT AND 
MARINE RADIOS 
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position. The law also provided the 
following license fees: 

$1.00 Resident County Hunting 

$3.00 Resident, Other than Home 
County Hunting 

$10.00 Resident State Hunting 

$25.00 Non-Resident State Hunting 

$5.00 Non-Resident County Hunt- 
ing 

$2.00 Non-Resident County Fish- 
ing 

$5.00 Non-Resident State Fishing, 
Trapping licenses and Commercial 
licenses. 

Residents of the State could fish 
without purchasing a license. 

A total of $183,594 was collected 
during the first year and a balance 
of $11,853 remained at the close of 
the first fiscal year of operation. 
Game Wardens were still employed 
by the Commissioner with the ap- 
proval of the Governor. 

It is interesting to note that in 
1926 a recommendation was made to 
the Governor that he request the 
Legislature for Uniform Game and 
Fish Laws. 

In 1927 the law creating the Com- 
mission was re-written and all local 
laws repealed, but in 1929 the same 
confusing practice of enacting local 
laws was continued. 1931 saw more 
of this same practice. 


In 1933 the Game Commission was 
made a part of the State Board of 
Conservation which included Salt 
Water Fish and Oysters, Geology 
as well as Fresh Water Fish and 
Game. This did not prove satisfac- 
tory and in 1935 the Game Commis- 
sion was divorced from the Board 
of Conservation and a Commission 
made up of a five man board, one 
from each Congressional District 
was formed. The five man board had 
authority to employ an Executive 
Secretary to head the Department. 
Dr. I. N. Kennedy, who recently re- 


(Turn Page) 


FLORIDA 
INDUSTRY 


TIMBER @ CATTLE @ SOIL 
TURPENTINE 
GENERAL FARMING 


M&M 
TURPENTINE 
COMPANY 


CHIEFLAND, FLORIDA 
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ON E COME a 


WORLD’S BEST 
TURKEY CALL 


Almost magic the way 
turkeys respond. It 
must give them the 
love call. The best you 
ever saw. Clucks, putts, 
and yelps. They will 
come. $3 postpaid. 
Money refunded if not 
satisfied. 


TOM GASKINS, Box W, Palmdale, Florida 





PHILLIPS DINER 


on Highway #41 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 


Open 24 Hours—7 Days a Week 


One of the finest eating places. In the 
heart of the good hunting and fishing 


section. 





Perry Motor Court 


MEMBER 
UMC — AAA 
51 First Class Units 
Quiet—Restful 
88 Beauty Rest Beds 
Steam Heated 
Private Tile Baths 


U.S. Highway 19 — 1 Mile South. 


PERRY, FLORIDA 





THIS IS THE STORE 





& pcx sree oe 
ka «tiie Res 


ees 


that for 44 years has endeavored to increase 
your fishing pleasure .... 


COME SEE US SOMETIME 


GENE’S TACKLE 
510 Ballough Rd. Daytona Beach, Fla. 








THE LURE with FISHY EYES 


Florida made 


All Types 


Ly 
DANDY LURES 
LONN SALES CO. 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLA. 


Made for us at St. Pete, by 
FLORIDA FISHING TACKLE CO. 





Visit Sumter County! 


EXCELLENT 


FISHING AND HUNTING 


For 
REAL ESTATE 


Lake Property - Ranches - Farms 


SEE 


DOWELL R. KELLEY 


RE A 
WILDWOOD, FLORIDA 


CITRUS 
& 
PRODUCE 
TRUCK 


& 
CAR-LOAD LOTS 


* 


West Coast 
Marketing Corp. 


FIELDS AND 
PACKING HOUSE 


PALMETTO, 
FLORIDA 
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GREEN TAVERN 

Located on U 8S #19 — 1 mile south 
CRYSTAL RIVER, FLA. 

ONE OF THE FINEST EATING PLACES 


In the heart of Good Fishing 
and Hunting Section 





JOHNSON’S 
FISHING CAMP 


On Lake Okeechobee 
PHONE 45 
TOPS FOR BASS FISHING 


Modern Housekeeping Cottages 


Restaurant Specializing in Seafoods 
and STEAKS 


EARLY BREAKFAST FOR 
DUCK HUNTERS 


BOATS ® MOTORS ® GUIDES 


JOHNSON’S FISHING CAMP 
CLEWISTON,FLORIDA 





While in Sumter County 
Visit 
Economical Drug Store 
BUSHNELL, FLORIDA 
* 

PRESCRIPTIONS ® MEDICINES 
* 

FISHING SUPPLIES 
* 

COSMETICS @ LUNCHEONETTE 


Nationally Known Makes of 
Sporting Goods 
& Sports Equipment 
® 


A LARGE STOCK TO 
SELECT FROM 


WHEN IN OCALA 
VISIT US! 


® 
Distributors of 
Marion 
Hardware Co. 
“If It’s Hardware—We Have It’ 
OCALA --- Phone 1581 --- FLA. 





MOODY BROTHERS 


925 Cleveland Ave. Phone 2-1186 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


GREEN’S FUEL GAS SERVICE 


“TRAILER BOTTLES FILLED” 
SEE OUR DISPLAY 
Stoves, Water Heaters, Refrigerators 
and Heating Equipment 





SIM’S HARDWARE 


1039 S. Florida Ave. 
LAKELAND, FLORIDA 
For quality Sporting Goods try SIM’S 


HARDWARE, and for your Bag Limit try 
Game and Fish Conservation. 











STORES 





INGLIS, FLORIDA 
Telephone 106W-1 


When In Sarasota 
It’s 
“The Plaza 


Spanish Restaurant 


* 


259 West 7th St. 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 


BASS FISHING 
In Florida’s Largest Lake 
OKEECHOBEE 
* 
DUCK HUNTING 
CABINS @® BOATS ® MOTORS 
AND STORE 


Lakeside Sport Camp 


MOOREHAVEN, FLORIDA 


8 Miles North of Moorehaven 
on Highway #78 








tired from active duty with the Com- 
mission was selected for this post. 
1935 also saw the passage of the 
famous Black Bass Law which pro- 
hibited the sale of the Black Bass. 


License fees under the 5-man Com- 
mission were set by the Legislature 
and the Legislature continued the 
confusing practice of establishing a 
general law and then passing a local 
law making an exception to the gen- 
eral law. 


In 1941 when the Legislature 
passed the Constitutional Amend- 
ment there were 166 such local laws 
on the Statute Books. All such laws 
inconsistent with or not in aid of 
the Amendment were repealed and 
the Legislature reserved the right 
to enact license laws and penalty 
laws. The Commission was given 
legal authority to establish methods 
of taking and seasons. 

The 1941 Act carried a referendum 
clause and in 1942 it was ratified by 
the voters of Florida to become ef- 
fective on January 1, 19438. 


The Constitutional Amendment set 
up a five man Commission who serve 
without pay and who act as a policy 
forming board. It provided for the 
employment of a suitable person as 
Director who would represent the 
Commission in all matters pertaining 
to the Commission. The Director had 
authority, with the approval of the 
Commission, to employ such assist- 
ants as he deemed necessary to cCar- 
ry out the provisions of the Consti- 
tutional Amendment. Dr. I. N. Ken- 
nedy was selected by the Commission 
to fill the post of Director. 


This form of Commission still re- 
mains in effect regardless of con- 
sistent efforts to have it repealed at 
every session of the Legislature. I 
believe I am correct when I say that 
at least six bills calling for the re- 
peal of the Amendment or the cur- 
tailing of the powers of the Commis- 
sion under the Amendment were in- 
troduced during the 1951 session. 
During the 1948, 1945, 1947, and 
1949 sessions some general laws 
were passed which were aimed to 
lessen the Commission power and 
limit its scope. All of these were con- 
tested in Court and were thrown out. 
Up to now the Commission has never 
had an unfavorable decision in any 
matter of law which has been taken 
into Court. 


While the Commission has been 
steadily going forward in its con- 
servation activities and gaining le- 
gal strength under which to operate, 
there has also been an increase in 
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funds derived from the sale of li- 
censes, the only source of Commis- 
sion income. I know simply quoting 
figures is dull but I believe you will 
be interested in a comparison. 


SOT is ee Ae eel 
TI 3 AES alt te Si 182,585.45 
UR RR A SE ERS eek 242,020.46 
PARI eds eer oe Re 853,662.37 
UA 1S REY Arar ieee es aoe 1,207,553.50 


Note: The 1945 Legislature passed 
a law increasing license fees for both 
hunting and fishing. 

Based on another Legislative in- 
crease in non-resident fishing licens- 
es the Commission is now operating 
on an approved budget of $1,543,- 
076.29. This amount is being spent 
by the various Commission depart- 
ments of activity as follows: 


RMEOECOMeNU we a oe 
AITDIERG sateen ce eee 3.5% 
SCHOO 4.3. Uwe ser tee sue 5% 
| R865 ee eA ma BSR et ea ein Sa 2 % 
| (6524 WPA at ye OMA ata 1% 
Administration __. Mid a 4 % 
Information & Education 9 % 
Game Management _______ 22 % 
Fish Management _.__._-___- 9°% 


If I were going to chart the Func- 
tional Organization and operation of 
the Commission as it stands today, 
I would start with “The People of 
Florida” to whom the fish and game 
belong—who ratified the Amend- 
ment creating the Commission and 
who by their votes elect a Gover- 
nor charged with the authority to 


appoint the five Commissioners. 
From the “People” my chart would 
move on to the Governor; from the 
Governor to the five Commissioners; 
from the Commissioners to Director 
Ben McLauchlin, who is in charge 
of and directly supervises all Com- 


mission activities. 
(Turn Page) 


FOR SALE! 
One of Florida’s Best 
FISHING CAMPS 
GOING BUSINESS 


Come - See - Bargain - Contact 


STEM’S CAMP 


LAKEPORT, FLORIDA 


Mail Address: 
ROUTE 2, MOORE HAVEN, FLORIDA 
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VISIT LEESBURG 
for 
GOOD FISHING & HUNTING 
@ 
For the Best in 
LAUNDRY SERVICE 


See 


WELPER LAUNDRY 
DRY CLEANERS & DYERS 
“MIRA-TEX” DRY CLEANING 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


Allray 
Venetian Blinds 
MANUFACTURERS 


@ REPAIRS 
@ REFINISHING 
@ JALOUSIES 


PROMPT SERVICE 


1706 FIG ST. TEL. 8-1817 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 





PONTIAC 
MOTOR COURT 


® 
Cottages— 
Cafe and 


Friendly Service 
6 
WILLISTON, FLORIDA 
U. S. 41 & 500—Top of Hill 





BAD COFFEE... 
SORRY FOOD... 
POOR SERVICE... 


“If it jumps, wiggles, walks or 
swims—we serve it!”’ 


at 


COUNTRY KITCHEN 


1% Miles East of Madison, Florida 
BEST FOOD IN FLORIDA! 


J. H. HARRIS 


LAKE APOPKA APOPKA, FLA. 

Florida’s finest bass fishing. Orange Lodge 
fishermen caught 10,000 bass last 
year. ORANGE LODGE, on 
world-famous Lake Apopka— 
Every fishing facility: furnished 
cottages, electric kitchesn, 44 4 
isted, restaurant, cocktail jy} 
rooms. Write for free 

folder No. 10. 


“RECOMMENDED 





“We Cater to Special Parties’’ 


LOUIS PAPPAS 
Famous 
RIVERSIDE CAFE 
AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


Seafoods, Greek Cooking and Salads 
Our Specialty 


SHELL FISH IN SEASON 
AT SPONGE EXCHANGE 


* 


TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA 
PHONE 6263 


Visit 
SUMTER COUNTY 


FINE 
FISHING — HUNTING 


For 
Gasoline — Service 


MODERN CABINS 
24-Hour Service 


Come To 
TODDS SERVICE 
3-in-1 Drive In 
BUSHNELL, FLORIDA 


Sportsmen Everywhere 


Use 


“Green’s Fuel” 
BUTANE GAS 


—to give their lodges the comforts of 
the city 


—for cooking and refrigeration 


—for space and water heating 


GREEN’S FUEL GAS SERVICE 


WEBSTER, FLA. — OCALA, FLA. 











Norman Auto Supplies 
1401 Main St. P. O. Box 832 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


REPLACEMENTS, PARTS AND 
AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES 


VISIT 
LEESBURG 


FOR THE FINEST 
BASS FISHING 
* 


FOR THE BEST IN 
GLASS e MIRRORS 
AND WINDOWS 


SEE 


PATTERSON 
GLASS CO. 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


Headquarters for 


Sporting Goods 


Hardware 


Ss 


— 


OF LEESBURG 


OF LEESBURG 


OCALA 


SILVER SPRINGS 


AAA APPROVED 





CORAL 
MOTOR COURT 
1014 E. OCKLAWAHA AVE. 

(Silver Springs Blvd.) 

@ Air Conditioned 

@ Hot Air Heat 
NEAR FINE RESTAURANTS 


46 








Come to 
SARASOTA 


Sportsman’s Paradise 
The Year ‘Round City 


— For — 
REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS — INVESTMENTS 


SEE 


ART CLARK 


REALTOR 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 





Visit 
LEESBURG 


The Bass Capital 
of Florida 


— For — 


REAL SERVICE AND 
BETTER USED CARS 
SEE BUICK 


Leesburg Motor Co. 
Leesburg, Florida 





JACK TUCKER’S SERVICE 


The 
General Tire 


@ Recapping & Vulcanizing 
@ Front End & Brake Service 


Bring them to 


JACK TUGhER'S 


Magnolia & Third Sts. 


Bass Fishing . . 
THE BEST! 


* 


For 
REAL ESTATE 


See 


DUDLEY & DECKER 
REALTORS 


111 North 5th St. 
Leesburg, Florida 


LAKE FRONT — GROVES 
HOMES — RENTALS 





Ocala, Fla. 


I cannot emphasize too strongly 
the.importance of remembering “The 
People of the State of Florida” when 
thinking in terms of any Commission 
function. The people own the fish 
and game. By their vote they created 
the Game Commission as it exists 
today—and by that same method 
they can destroy the Commission if 
it fails in carrying out the provisions 
of the Constitutional Amendment or 
regard too lightly the great power 
which has come to the Commission 
by way of the Constitutional Amend- 
ment. As I stated before—Conserva- 
tion is no new thing in Florida—nor 
is it a very old one either. To prove 
this point I would like to offer the 
Foreword of the Report of the Com- 
mission created in 19138. 


CONSERVE YOUR BIRTHRIGHT 


“The most vital question now be- 
fore the American people is that of 
the conservation of our natural re- 
sources. Perhaps no other nation has 
ever been so abundantly endowed 
with wealth of mine and forest as 
are the people of the United States, 
and probably the citizens of no 
other nation have ever been so care- 
less with their treasures—so prodi- 
gal of their birthright. 

“The next generation of men and 
women will be made up of the boys 
and girls now in the public schools 
of our country, and upon them will 
devolve the solution of the vital 
problem of saving from destruction 
the treasures with which our coun- 
try is so bountifully blessed. 

“The young American whose birth- 
right includes the birds of the air, 





WYLDEWOOD BIRD FARM 
1000 N. Federal Highway 
DANIA, FLORIDA 
IMPORTERS — EXHIBITORS — BREEDERS 
UNUSUAL AND EXOTIC BIRDS 
Cages — Feed — Seed -—- Supplies 


HATT’S TACKLE SHOP 


New Haven & R. R. 
MELBOURNE, FLORIDA 
* 
LIVE SHRIMP @ CUT BAITS 


FISHING TACKLE 
OUTBOARD MOTOR REPAIRING 


REELS REPAIRED 
By Mail Order 
* 


PHONE 543-W 
DAY OR NIGHT 


Open 5:00 a.m.—11:00 p.m. 
Night—Call in Rear 
BEST FISHING SPOT ON EAST COAST! 
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the game of the forest, and the fish- 
es of the stream, may be compared 
to a young man coming into his in- 
heritance. If he cares for his for- 
tunes and is not a spendthrift, his 
wealth will increase till he can live 
in comfort or even luxury, and still 


have enough remaining to transmit 
to his children. But on the other 
hand, if he proves improvident and 
wasteful, he will not only be impov- 
erished during his own lifetime, but 
will leave his children paupers. 

“The American people have long 
been wasteful of their splendid 
treasures; great forests have been 
set on fire, while the careless lum- 
berman has destroyed the young and 
growing trees which should have 
been left to take the place in the fu- 
ture of the great forest trees he 
fells for the use of man; birds and 
other game have been ruthlessly de- 
stroyed in the mating season and 
fish, wantonly dynamited by the 
thousands. 

“The American people have wast- 
ed their inherited wealth of mine, 


stream and forest for more than a 
century, and only recently have they 


come face to face with the fact that 
if this great country of ours is to 
continue to be a land of plenty, we 
must conserve our birthright. If we 
draw from the national bank of our 
natural resources only just as much 
as will provide for our comforts, we 
can enjoy the blessings of a happy 
life, and still leave ample wealth for 
those who are to come after us.” 

I am sure you have heard these 
very same words spoken within the 
last few weeks—nearly forty years 
later. END 


OUR BUSINESS 
IS RAISING 
PINE TREES 


Our Hobby 
Is Raising 


Cattle G Game 
2 


Mr. & Mrs. 
Frank Marshburn 


Bronson, Florida 
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BOB KERR'S 


for 
JOHNSON MOTORS 
ARKANSAS ALUMINUM BOATS 
CENTURY BOATS 
OUTBOARD MOTOR REPAIRS 


FISHING TACKLE 
FISH AND GAME LICENSES 


BOB KERR'S 


WINTER GARDEN, FLORIDA 





DEEP-SEA 
FISHING 


Boat ““Aspasia”’ 


From George Georgiou’s 
Diving Exhib. Docks 
Leaves 8 A.M.—Ret. 5 P.M. 


Keep Your Catch 


BAIT & TACKLE FURNISHED 
Phone 2791 


TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


The Bass Capital of 
the World 


Ray 
Munson’‘s 
Restaurant 


U. S. Highway 441 
East Side of Leesburg 


WE MAY DOZE BUT 
WE NEVER CLOSE 


For BASS Fishing 
Come to 
LEESBURG 


For 
EXCELLENT FOOD 
GOOD MEALS 
Visit 
BREEZE INN 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 





Welcome to 
SARASOTA 


For 
MARINE HARDWARE 
Fishing Tackle 
MARINE PAINTS 
Scott-Atwater Motors 


REEL REPAIRS 
MAIL ORDERS ACCEPTED 


See 


Johnson Marine Supply 
109 SOUTH PALM AVENUE 
SARASOTA, FLORIDA 


NOKOMIS 
on Route 41 where the Gulf 
meets the Highway 
Visit 
POINT-O-PALMS 
TACKLE SHOP 


Headquarters for 


Salt Water Light Tackle 
Spinning & Fly 
O. D. Hampson, Owner 





FOR GOOD FISHING 
VISIT NOKOMIS 


For 
Fishing Tackle 
SPORTSMAN’S 

SUPPLIES 


See 


THE PORT HOLE 


NOKOMIS, FLORIDA 





FINE FISHING 
AT EUSTIS 


For Finest in 


FISHING TACKLE 
SPORTS SUPPLIES 


See 


A. D. and C. D. 
MILLER, INC. 


EUSTIS, FLORIDA 








PORT COMFORT 
“The Place To Fish’ 
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 
Punta Rassa Rd. Phone 2-2379 


It’s easy to see why Port Comfort rates so 
high with fishermen and boatmen. A safe, 
comfortable harbor with excellent storage 
and berthing facilities. It also boasts of a 
complete repair yards and ways, groceries, 
supplies, gas, oil, and fishing tackle. 


RANCHES 
Large Acreage 


* 


LARGE ACREAGE 
FLORIDA WEST COAST 


Charles Banks 


BROKER 


* 


17 Lords Arcade ® Sarasota, Fla. 


FUNE FOOD? 


@ Regular Meals 


@ Curb and 
Dining Room Service 


@ Fountain Drinks, Sodas 


Hester's Drive-In & 
Restaurant 


1321 Main St.—Leesburg, Fla. 





Your Listings and Inquiries Given 
PROMPT ATTENTION! 


®HUNTING LODGES 
®FISHING CAMPS 
®TIMBER LANDS 

@ HOMES 

®GROVES 
@ESTATES 


®TOURIST COURTS 


George H. Kittredge 


RE ATOR 


“From the Atlantic to the Gulf’’ 
13 W. Washington Street — 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 





GUNS—AMMUNITION 


CUSTOM BUILT gun stocks. Cold bluing process 
on double barrel shot guns; hot dip on other 
guns. New, second-hand, and antique guns bought, 
sold or traded. Black powder, smokeless powder, 
percussion caps, primers, factory ammo., sights 
and other accessories. Come and see us. Palm 
Harbour Road. Ph. 8-6821 or 8-6311. Write us 
about your needs. Bradley & Fought Gun Shop, 
P. O. Box 603, Dunedin, Fla. 


COMPLETE GUN REFINISHING. Re-bluing, plat- 
ing, re-stocking, sights, scopes, recoil pads. Bona- 
fide dealer’s trade solicited. DON COOK’S GUN 
BLUING SHOP, Winter Park, Fla. 





DOGS FOR SALE 





GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS—The All 
Purpose Dog you’ve read about. PUREBRED 
BEAGLES. Puppies usually. All dogs registered in 
A. K. C. LEONARD BENNETT, Lake Weir Ken- 
nels. Oklawaha, Fla. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


FEMALE POINTER, lemon and white. Registered. 
Wide ranger, completely trained. Four years old, 
$200.—F. R. Oliver, Lake Wales, Fla. 


DEER HOUNDS FOR SALE—Two young black- 
and-tan deer hounds. Several deer killed in front 
of them last season when just pups. I have two 
more than I need and will sell only to man who 
can convince me that he knows how to use and 
take care of a good deer dog. $100 each. Call or 
write B. T. McClellan, State Rd. #173, Frink, 
Florida. Phone Blountstown 1000 R-2. 








Several young, partly trained, deer dogs. “Slow 
trails’? and ‘“‘running’’ from best Deer Dog’s stock; 
also Leopard cur Cow Dogs.—W. J. TOUCHTON, 
Box 33, Winter Haven, Fla. 





COTTAGES 





BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking facilities, 
Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, boats and bait. Box 
388, Tarpon Spring’ss. Phone 2473. 


COTTAGES—FISH, REST, HUNT — Overlooking 


Lake Tsala Apopka, famous for big black bass® 


and pan fish. Quiet, restful, housekeeping with 
every modern convenience of home. Boats, mo- 
tors, bait, guides. — PARADISE DeLUXE COT- 
TAGES, on Road 200, north, Hernando, Fla. 


TRAILER COURT 


RETIRE at the Fountain of Youth at Sarasota. 
House Trailers, $195 to $5,500. 3 acres of good 
fish.—_SELLHORN’S, Airport, Sarasota, Fla. 


WILD FOWL FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Peafowl, Pheasants, Wild Ducks, 
Wild Geese and Swans. 80 varieties. DAVIS & 
GIST, McIntosh, Fla. Florida permit #25, Fed- 
eral 733208. 


For Best Buys in 
CHT Rel) Scan AST 


Stop At 


SANDY'S 
FRUIT STAND 


“WE SHIP ANYWHERE” 


V4 Mile North of Belleview 
On Routes 301 - 441 - 27 


BELLEVIEW, FLORIDA 
SOUVENIRS © GIFTS ¢@ FRUITS 





CAldltfe Trading Post 


The Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed for SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisements 15c a word per insertion, payable in 
advance. Minimum advertisements 15 words or $1.50. Initials, abbreviations and groups of 
numbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
to: Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 














QUAIL—BOBWHITE FOR SALE 


QUAIL—BOBWHITE—Young large healthy Birds 
for Restocking. Acclimated to Southern climate, 
ready for delivery. Prices right. W. E. WHITT, 
Yalaha, Fla. Game Farm License No. 17. 


FISH BAIT FOR SALE 


LIVE BAIT FOR SALE—GILBERT’S HAPPY 
CONTENT WIGGLING, RED WATER WORMS— 
1,000 Worms, $5.00; 2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms 
packed 100 to cup with ample feed for two weeks. 
Orders shipped same day received, Prepaid.— 
GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA. 


NOTICE to Fish Camps and Fishermen. Fishing 
Worms—we have them. Tennessee Red Wigglers 
and Kentucky Mammoth Hibreds. Our prices, 
$3.50, $4.50, $6.50 per thousand. We pack anyway 
you want them. Satisfaction guaranteed—Florida 
Worm Gardens, DeLand, Fla. 


REEL REPAIRING 


Reel repairing our specialty. One-day service. 
Parts for all nationally advertised reels in stock. 
Fresh and salt water reels up to 4/0, cleaned and 
polished $1.50; 6/0 and up, $2.75, plus parts at 
list price. Factory authorization. Reel parts for 
sale. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send parcel post 
insured to SEA HORSE TACKLE CO., Box 415, 
Stuart, Florida. Phone 647. Harry Swinglehurst, 
owner. 


FOR SALE—MISCELLANEOUS 





a. 


Sacrifice—Brand new, 5, 7% and 10-horse out- 
board motors with gear shift. Standard brand. 
Wholesale cost plus 10%.—A. L. SHERWOOD, 
Covington, Georgia. 


REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 


‘“WELAKA,” the St. Johns River Sportsman’s 
Paradise, fishing camps, river front homes, 
groves, business opportunities. E. J. TeRONDE, 
Crescent City, Florida. 


REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 


Homes, Groves, Hotels, Motels, Ranches, River 
and Ocean Front Property. We cover the East 
Coast in Real Estate-—M. C. MURPHY, REAL- 
TOR, White House Hotel, Ft. Pierce, Fla. 





Lake and river fronts. Sportsman’s real estate 
headquarters. Have ranches adjoining game re- 
serve.—BERKMEYER-STONE, INC., 33 South 
Main St., Orlando, Fla. 





SALE OR LEASE GAME PRESERVE 





21,000-acre game preserve (protected for 15 years) 
on Highway 792, just west of Daytona Beach. 
Fine stand pine timber. Fenced. M. J. MOSS, 
Orlando, Florida. 


MOUNT YOUR 
Fishing and Hunting 
TROPHIES 


Chas. E. Horner 


PROFESSIONAL TAXIDERMIST 


U. S. ROUTE 41 
East of Tavares 


PHONE 150 BLACK 
TAVARES, FLORIDA 





FLORIDA WILDLIFE 








Whe said Ghristmas comes 


but once a year 


Hlorida 
WILDLIFE 


SAYS ““MERRY XMAS” OVER AND, 
OVER AGAIN THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR! 


12 THRILLING | 00 
ISSUES $ : 
Heres Fow Vis Doue: 


Fill in your list now. Attach check or money 
order and mail to: 








or 





Nannie ks st cae ee = x 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE MAGAZINE Meepads 






























































State Game & Fresh Water Fish Commission ' City Pe ae cae 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA : aus eaves en es mabe 
@ | Address __ tee 
: P py eeeaty Mie NereMeveene nl eet 
Attractive Gift Card Mi AER IR TIS Rar TES 
: C '  Neme __ Greeters ; 2 z 
Hand addressed and signed with yourname, = address — s—s—Cs<CS~CS 
accompanies first issue of each gift | City —_________ State _______ 
subscription. | Neme __ é hat ate 
@ | Addrate se ee ee oe ik 
Sets ©) | 5 parame calcd absent SDM Boece etree ¢ | (ie vale oek ud SO 
Wrapping aud Mating Pree heen oe a wees 
Simply send us $1.00 for each name on your == Address 
list and we'll do all the work. ! NY Sega eee a ees 
eo Neme2 Cane wae ee sae 
No List Too Large or Too Small address at meee an ee 
& 3 City ee ee 
SO THAT WE CAN GET YOUR GIFTS Doles cae 
OUT ON TIME— eee ee ee 


DON'T WAIT eee on ieee ee ety ee Sag 
DO IT NOW! a 


















L iN £ 





STORAGE 
WASHING 
POLISHING 

LUBRICATION 

REPAIRS 
GAS - OIL 
GRILL 




















J. W. CONNER & SONS, INC. 


PHONE 4-4124 


CONNER 
ye So, 


$ 
SENE RA: CONTRACTORS “te 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS -- 


EAST BROADWAY & 40th STREET 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


FINE FOOD 
IN | 
PLEASANT 
SURROUNDINGS | 
® 
JUMBO 
SHRIMP 
DINNERS 


BULLDOZERS 
DRAGLINES 
TRUCKS 
a 
CLEARING 
GRUBBING 
DISCING 
DIGGING 


P. 0. BOX 2522 





THE LIBRARY 
STATE CAPITOL 
TALLAHASSEE, 








FLAe 











